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Abstract

The objective of the research is aiming to identify the feasibility of the English textbooks for use by
vocational school in Pandeglang regency. To reach the objective, the researchers used qualitative research.
The data were collected from three English textbooks used for vocational school, interview, and
questionnaire. The techniques of analyzing data were focused on the analysis of materials provided within the
textbook with the core and basic competence of 2013 curriculum. The criteria were suggested by National
Education Standards Agency (Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan) and Rajan materialdesign. The findings
show that (1) the materialrelevance to the core and basic competence of 2013 Curriculum of the first English
textbook (TB1) is 81.25%, the second English textbook (TB2) is 93.75%, and the third English textbook
(TB3) is 87.5%; and (2) the categories of feasible textbook for vocational students for TB1 is 83.3%, TB2 is
91.6%, and TB3 is 75%. These results indicate that the three books are relevant and feasible for use by
vocationalschool students.
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Introduction

One of the educational institutions
which prepares student to work is vocational
school. The function of vocational school is
preparing students to work independently,
especially forworking in a particular field in
accordance with the requirements of the job
market. Its purpose is not only equipping
students with vocational skills to work in
particular field, but should also qualified
spiritually,  emotionally, intellectually,
physically and have an entrepreneurial spirit
in accordance with national education goals.
Vocational school does not only offer
learning activity and general academic
experience that is partly used in general high
school, but also employment and vocational

education which are geared up to equip

students which skills that match with the
demands of the working. English in
vocational students equipped with skills,
knowledge, and attitudes in order to be
competent in speaking, listening, pair-
working, reading, writing, and giving
information. The vocational students have to
initiate the program that will be the part of
working sector, and they should be equipped
with applicable English skill by means of the
relevance learning material that can
sustenance their experiences. Therefore, it
must be admitted that the effect of English
learning materials plays an importantrole in
English Language Teaching or ELT.

In presenting the learning English
materials, the teachers need supporting

material to facilitate the delivery of material
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to the students. The students, thus, can easily
understand the material that is delivered by
the teacher. Many things can help teachers in
presenting the material when teaching
learning process. Materials can be in the form
of a textbook, a workbook, a cassette,a CD-
ROM, a video, a photocopied handout, a
newspaper, a paragraph written on a
whiteboard: anything which presents or
informs about the language being learned
(Tomlinson, 1998). It is noticeable that
English subject is needed to be further
developed by teachers especially on its
English learning materials since every
department in vocational school has different
needs.

It has been commonly found that
learning materials are becoming one of the
critical success factors in achieving the
learning objectives. Above all, the use of
proper learning materials that can fulfill the
students’ needs will reflect teachers’
knowledge and skills either for teaching and
learning process or for preparing and
developing their professionalism as teachers
of vocational school. It is important,
therefore, for teachers to put into
consideration that in order to construct an
effective and successful learning, they should
be able to choose and use appropriate
learning materials for their students. The
errors of using inappropriate learning
materials will likely to produce any

improvement in student skills on English

subject or almost certainly will collapse to
reach the learning objectives as well.

The most obvious and most common
form of material for language instruction
comes through textbook. Itisa book which
usually used by teachers to support the
teaching learning process in school and
university. Textbook are too inflexible to be
used directly as instructional material. It
should motivate students to learn, that they
should be resource books for ideas and
activities for instruction/learning, and that
they should give teachers rationales for what
they do. As Gailea, Syafrizal, and Indasari
(2018) proved in their study that most of
teachers designed the activities in teaching
and learning based on curriculum, but many
of them did not use the theories and
procedure to select the materials in teaching
learning process. Thus, this study tries to
identify whether textbooks, as learning
materials, feasible to leaming process, or not.

Moreover, one of the important
materials in vocational school for supporting
the students in the work place is descriptive
text. It can help students to describe own self
or the thing in the factory ortheir work place.
So, this research focuses on analyzing the
descriptive text material in the textbook used

in vocational school.

Theoretical Review
Textbook

Textbook is a form of published
printed material most commonly used as
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teaching and learning media in schools or
any educational institution. It is one of the
most important media in learning and
teaching processas it servesas a source and
guideline to both students and teacher.
Textbooks serve asthe basis for much of the
language input since learners receive and
provide the content of the lessons, the
balance of skills taught and the kinds of
language practice the students take part in
(Richard, 2001). This explains why at all
levels of language learning textbook is still
taken as important resource among students.
On the other hand, a textbook can be
considered as schoolbook, course book, work
book, or subject book used in school or
educational institution complemented with
materials for exercise as the students
references book. Moreover, Ferris and
Hedgcock (2005) stated that textbooks are so
pervasive in educational systems throughout
the world. Indeed, textbooks provide the
backbone for the courses many educators
teach. Textbook is one of materials which are
most frequently used in teaching learning
process. It is one of knowledge sources
which are the easiest to obtainand becomes
one of many aids to assist the students in
acquiring clear concepts of subjects’ matter
(Lestari, 2009). So, the role of textbook is
very important to help students in the
teaching and learning process, especially in
obtaining knowledge that is in accordance
with what students’ need. Therefore, it
concludes that textbook is published printed

material that serves as a source and guideline
for teachers and students which contain
exercises and references in the form of
schoolbook, course book workbook or
subject book.

The Function of Textbook

A good textbook is very crucial for
both teacher and student. For teacher, it
serves as a guide for each lesson textbook for
language learning consists of several
chapters. Each chapter will discuss different
types and level of language skill. This will
help both student and teacher focus on
materials they will teach or learn. Textbook
not only can provide general ideas for teacher
to develop activities suitable for every topic,
but also give a brief view for student on what
they should expect for next leaming session
and at the same time serve as their reference
for practice. Richards (2001) stated that in
certain situation, textbook is a form of
teacher training as they give guidelines for
ideas and plans on teaching format that
teacher can use. As for student’s textbook
provides as source of contact with the
language they are learning apart from
teachers’ input.

Petty in Tarigan (1993) argued that
textbook must be interesting and attractive
toward the learners, so they will be interested
in using textbooks; the textbooks must be
able to motivate the learners; the certain of
textbooks must be illustrative; the textbook
should be consider the linguistic aspect, so it

will be suitable with the learners’ ability; the
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certain of textbooks must be related to the
other branch of science; the textbook must
simulate the personal activity of the learners;
the certain of textbooks must be clear in
written to avoid the children being confuse in
using textbook; the textbook must have the
clear point of view because it will be the
learners’ point of view; the textbook must be
able to give the balance and emphasize on the
value of the learner; the textbook must be
able to respect the differences of the
individual. As a result, textbook can help
both teacher and learner to reach their aims
and adjectives in language learning, but to
the extent where the textbook serve them to
reach the goals. Itis recognized that the role
of course book is to be at the service of
teacher and learner, but no to be their master.
The Characteristic of Good English
Textbook

The criteria of good materials design is
based on Rajan works (2003). He formulated
a good teaching material as a MAGIC. Ithas
meaning as follows.

Motivating and meaningful;
motivating means a good material can
motivate learner to leam themselves and the
contents of these materials must be able to
motivate the learners to learn. Meaningful
means that good materials are useful for the
learner and the contents of these materials
must be able to increase the learning ability
of the learners in language.

Authentic and appropriate; authentic
means that a good material contain by

original language by native speaker and the
contents of these materials must be able to
facilitate students in understanding native
speakers and students can learn the language
skills of native speakers. Appropriate means
that a good material suitable for what the
learners’ need. It means the contents of these
materials must be compatible with the
learners needed and suitable with the level of
each learner.

Graphic and graded; it means that a
good material displayed with graphic or table
will be more interesting. Graded means the
material should be systematic range. It means
that the material must be arranged from
easier to the most difficult.

Interesting, interactive, and integrated;
interesting means a good material can attack
the attention of learner. It means that the
material must be able to create the attention
of the learner. Interactive meansthat a good
material should be able to give chance to the
learner for giving response. Integrated means
good materials consist of Language skill and
Language aspects.

Contextualized and creative;
contextualized means a good material should
be suitable with time and place (up-to- date).
It means that the material must suitable with
the learner’s activity. Creative means a good
material should make the learners more
creative.

Greene and Petty in Tarigan (2009)
further explained the criteria of good
textbook. The textbook must be interested
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and attractive toward the learners. So, they
will be interested in using textbook for study.
The textbook must be able to motivate the
learners to use. The content of textbook must
be illustrative and attractive for the learners.
The textbook should consider the linguistic
aspect. So, it will be suitable with the
learner’s ability. The content of textbook
must be related to the other branch of
science. The textbook must stimulate the
personal activity of the learners. The content
must be clear to avoid the learners’ confusion
in using textbook. The book must have clear
point of view because it will be viewed by
the learners. It must be able provide the
balance and emphasize the values to the
learners. The last, textbooks must be able to
respect the differences of each learner.

The characteristic of good textbook
also defines by Ahmed (2017). He argued
that the textbook addresses both teachers and
learners; it specifies the general objectives of
the course; it motivates teaching and
learning; it gives a brief description of a
textbook regarding units; it is rich in
decorated drawings and photographs to help
students understand the material more
effectively. He further explained that the
quality and quantity of the textbook should
be sufficient for both learners and teachers; it
should include remedial work for students
who have not understood the present
material; it should give the English for new
vocabularies; it should make a subtle balance
between different kinds of knowledge as well

as different culture; it should be designed and
made in a way that gives learners and
teachers, as well as other local public and
private institutions the chance to participate
in preparing and selecting the content; it
specifies the physiological and educational
principles, which were taken into
consideration in writing the content and
organizing the subject matter; and it should
be durable.

Method

This study used qualitative research.
The strength as qualitative research derives
primarily from its inductive approach, its
focus on specific situation or people, and its
emphasis on words rather the numbers
(Maxwell, 1996). It means that the data in
this study is analyzed in the form of
description and identification or analysis of
texts.

In this research, the researchers used
content analysis as proposed by Canvanagh
(2007), Cole (2007), Krippendorff (2004),
and Mayring (2000). Content analysis is a
method of analyzing written, verbal or visual
communication messages. It is known as a
method of analyzing documents (Cole,
2007). Besides, Krippendorff (2004) defines
content analysis is potentially one of the most
important research techniques in the social
sciences. In addition, Canvanagh (2007)
states that content analysis allow the
researcher to test theoretical issues to
enhance understanding of the data; it is
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possible to distill words into fewer content
related categories; and it is assumed when
ordered into the same words, phrase, and the
like share the same meaning.

The researchersused content analysis
procedure as recommended by Mayring
(2000). He formulated that: (1) definition of
the categories, to determine which
components belong in a given category; (2)
anchor samples, concrete passages belonging
in particular categories are cited as typical
examplesto illustrate the character of those
categories; (3) coding rules, wherethere are
problems of delineation between categories,
rules are formulated for the purpose of
unambiguous assignment to a particular
category.

For this research, content analysis
focuses on the English textbook especially
for descriptive text material which used by
vocational students. It analyzes (1) the
appropriateness of language skills material in
accordance to the indicators of 2013
curriculum; and (2) the feasibility of the
content of the English textbook for
vocational school based on therequirement
of the 2013 curriculum.

Result

The following are the result of
feasibility for content and language for the
books.

Feasibility of Content Feasibility of Language

TB1 B2 B3 TB1 B2 183

81.25% 93.75% 87.5% 83.3% 91.6% 75%
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Picture 2. The Feasibility of Contentand
Language

Based on the data finding above, it
proves the feasibility of content of three
English textbooks which focus on descriptive
text material are Book I “Bahasa Inggris
Kelas X” is 81.25%, Book II “English
SMK/MAK Grade X” is 93.75%, and Book
III “English for Seafarers Study Pack 17 is
87.5%. In common, those are consist of
category of good textbook which suitable
with the theory of Rajan (2003) that defines
good English textbook should be motivating
and meaningful, authentic and appropriate,
graphic and grade are suitable, interesting,
interactive, and integrated, and the last is
contextualized and creative.

The researchers also analyzed about
the feasibility of language, and the results are
Book I “Bahasa Inggris Kelas X” is 83.3 %,
Book IT “English SMK/MAK Grade X” is
91.6%, and Book I1I “English for Seafarers
Study Pack 17 is 75%. Commonly, the result
of feasibility of language of each book is
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very good. It is conformed to Greene and
Petty (2009) that said English textbook must
be interested and attractive, motivate the
learners, illustrative and attractive and the
important point is good consideration of
linguistic or language.

Further result from the questionnaires
and interview from 72 respondents of
students and teachers explains that 50.7%
responses are strongly agree and 49.3%
responses are agree that English textbook is
meaningful in the learning process. It means
that both students and teachers feel helped by
the existence of textbooks in the learning
process.

The second statement explains that
28.2% is strongly agree and 64.8% is agree
that English textbook motivates them in
learning process. It means that English
textbook can motivate both students and
teacher to run learning process well.

Furthermore, the third statement
classifies 46.5% answer strongly agree and
42.3% answer agree that English textbook is
presented with illustrations. This can help
them to understand the material effectively,
enjoyably, and easily.

The fourth statement, regarding the
quality of the material in the textbook is
suitable to students and teachers needs that
22.5% answer strongly agree, 63.4% answer
agree, and 11.3% answer quite agree. It
means that the material presented by the
textbook is fairly good.

For the fifth statement, the English
textbook contains pronunciation exercises.
The responses show that 29.6% answers
strongly agree and 59.2% answer agree. It
means that the English textbook provides
exercises for students to practice English
pronunciation well.

The sixth statement is about textbooks
designed with pictures to help teachers and
students understand the material more
effectively. The result shows that 50.7%
respond strongly agree and 45.1% respond
agreed. It means that English textbooks are
presented with pictures and photographs to
help students learn more effectively.

Then, the seventh statement talks
about the contained of other materials such as
general knowledge and culture. The
responses show that 28.2% answer strongly
agrees, 59.2% answer agree, but there were
8.5% answer disagree. It means that English
textbooks are considered to provide general
knowledge and culture, but there are some
students who do not get it.

The eighth statement, English
textbooks present the knowledge to develop a
country. Thereare 31% responded strongly
agree and 49.3% responded agreed. It means
that English textbooks can help students to
build their country at least in terms of
language use.

The ninth statement of the English
textbook is interesting for students to study.
The result are 38% respond strongly agree,
46.5% respond agree and 15.5% responded
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quite agree. It meansthat English textbooks
are interesting for students.

The last statement is descriptive text
material useful for everyday lifeand in work
place. The result shows 36.6% respond
strongly to agree, and 52.1% answer agree. It
means that descriptive text material is useful
both in daily life and also in the world of
work later.

The result of interview also explains
that the role of textbooks in helping students
learn is quite helpful, at least it can be a
direction for students to learn while the
development can be obtained from other
media such as YouTube, games, or films and
others. The material on descriptive text
played an important role for students to
master, because vocational students are
emphasized to do a lot of practice, especially
in the world of work, and it can be used as
material or their capital to apply it in the
world of work later. The last, there must
indeed be special material or material that
really leads to the majors they took at the

school.

Conclusion

In order to improve the quality of
teaching result for the teacher, it is built
based on experiences and knowledge on
many aspects in teaching. The matched
textbook with curriculum, the
appropriateness of textbook, and the
materials in the textbook implemented in the

classroom and many otherwaysto improve

the quality of teaching and learning process
are in teacher hands. Therefore, teachers need
to seek out the compatibility of the textbook
that is available in the market to fulfill the
needs of 2013 curriculum materials; these
books met all the requirements and standard
of a textbook in implementing curriculum
2013. By using this book in teaching and
learning process, hopefully a good result is
compromised. In addition, the teacher also
has to find the best way to convey each
material in students’ textbook, this serves to
make lessons more interesting.

In order to improve students’ learning
outcomes, the role of textbooks is one of the
important points for the achievement of
learning outcomes. Students must be able to
find the suitability of teaching materials with
their needs to sustain their future or
implement knowledge in the work place and
their daily lives. The English textbook is
considered good and suitable to assist
students in learning according to what they
need in the future. Therefore, future research
is needed to respond the result of this recent

study.
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