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Abstract 

 

The purpose of this article is to conduct critical reviews of vocabulary 

teaching strategies that have been effectively used in English classroom. 

The data obtained is contained in the site Google Scholar with the topic 

Method for Teaching Vocabulary in English. The result of the analysis 

article shows some effective strategies for teaching English vocabularies, 

such as teaching English vocabulary using drama, flashcards, movies, 

animation videos, and crosswords.   

 

© 2024 JLLP and the Authors - Published by JLLP. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Teaching is guiding and facilizing learning for the learner to learn, sitting the conditions for 

learning. Brown (in  Sinurat, Ginting, & Lubis, 2020) said that the term "teaching" could be replaced 

with the term "learning" because "teaching" facilitates the learning process, provides the learner with 

opportunities to learn, and creates the conditions necessary for learning. In teaching, teachers are 

active, and students are allowed to speak and convey their ideas. Teaching is a communication process 

in which reciprocity occurs (feedback) or two-way communication where teachers and students open 

up to each other and discuss. Teaching English is the process of learning English. Since English is not 

spoken as a first language in Indonesia, we as learners need put more effort into studying it. English is 

a foreign language in Indonesia, making it challenging to teach and learn, especially for pupils who 

have been studying English from kindergarten (Aba, 2019). As one of the most crucial parts of 

English, vocabulary is something that students must acquire in order to be successful in the language. 

 Vocabulary is the words that people can use. Hatch and Brown (1995) provide a definition of 

vocabulary as a compilation of terms pertaining to a certain language, including the lexicon used by 

individual speakers of that language. Students' proficiency in English can be obtained from the large 

number of English vocabularies that they know because the most important component in English is 

one of them is vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of the basic pillars of initial knowledge in mastering the 

English language (Simamora & Oktaviani, 2020). However, it is important to note that mastering 

vocabulary requires not just memorization but also regular practice. Teachers should have the 

appropriate strategies for teaching English vocabulary. 
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 Teaching strategy is the way to implement the plan to achieve the lesson's goals. Teaching 

strategies are the teacher's way of carrying out the teaching process to achieve the desired goal 

effectively (Riza, Sevrika, & Sepriani, 2018). In order to optimize the effectiveness of the teaching 

and learning process, it is essential for the instructor to identify the appropriate learning strategy and 

tailor it to the student's academic level. The choice of an effective learning technique significantly 

impacts a student's level of competency. The right strategy can make students feel happy and enjoy 

and follow the learning well.  

Currently, many students continue to encounter challenges when they try to acquiring 

language skills. Thombury (in Rahmatillah, 2014) proposes some factors that make vocabulary 

difficult: grammar, meaning, range, length and complexity, pronunciation, spelling, and grammar. The 

purpose of this article is to conduct some critical reviews of vocabulary-teaching strategies which 

have been effectively used in vocabulary instruction from previous relevant research.  

 

METHOD 

In completing this article, the method used is an article review. The same precautions that 

must be taken with any other study to guarantee accuracy, precision, and reliability must also be done 

with a literature review in order for it to qualify as a legitimate research approach. Academic reviews 

are evaluated based on the work done, the findings, and the clarity of the reporting (Rahmasari, 

2016)). The researcher can use various strategies, standards, and guidelines developed specifically for 

conducting a literature review, depending on the purpose of the review. The information was found on 

Google Scholar under the heading "Strategy for Teaching English Vocabulary.". In this research, 

author using qualitative descriptive research method. 

Qualitative research methods are approaches used to explore and understand people's 

experiences, behaviors, and social contexts through non-numerical data. These methods are 

particularly valuable in fields like education, where researchers seek to understand complex 

phenomena from the perspectives of those involved. Key characteristics of qualitative research 

include its focus on the depth of understanding, its inductive approach, and its use of rich, detailed 

data. 

 

RESULT 

After analyzing some articles about teaching English vocabulary, writers found some effective 

strategies, such as: They are teaching English vocabulary using drama. Using drama strategy in 

teaching vocabulary, can create an intellectual and emotional environment that can support students to 

think. It makes them apply communication skills and dare to take risks. Drama as a teaching strategy 

has an impact on long-term vocabulary progress. Students learn new vocabulary and language through 

drama to achieve communication skills and express themselves. Besides communication skills, 

students can develop through drama, and the pupils can also share their ideas and opinions with their 
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peers. They can talk about activities and improvisations and get feedback for thinking because 

learning with drama is delightful, making students eager to learn vocabulary through drama. They 

were very amused, and their enthusiasm was very high. Additionally, they consistently engage in the 

process of learning. 

Using flashcards to teach vocabulary in English is one method. Flashcards are a highly useful 

tool for learning vocabulary in English (Aba, 2019). Flashcards are very effective because of their 

cute and colorful shapes that can keep students interested and motivated in the teaching process. 

Flashcards are cards containing individual words, which may be printed or handwritten. They are 

organized and presented in the same categories and order as individual photos. One of the simplest 

ways to elicit a language sample is to show an interesting picture. Using pictures increases children's 

interest in learning and increases vocabulary mastery. Furthermore, using flash cards can assist 

students in mastering vocabulary (Rahmasari, 2016). Additionally, the inclusion of legendary short 

tales has the potential to enhance students' motivation and active engagement in the teaching and 

learning process. Short stories can maintain students' long-term memory, so they will easily memorize 

the given vocabulary. Flashcards and legendary short story materials are simple to incorporate into 

teaching and learning. Students will remember the words given to them when constructing the best 

medium. It is also obvious that students will have a favorable impression of the material. Furthermore, 

it can pique students' interest, keep their memories fresh, and boost their motivation. Impressed 

moments have a strong influence on student's long-term memory. 

The movie is a strategy for teaching English vocabulary. Teaching vocabulary through the 

film is effective (Simamora & Oktaviani, 2020). Students can learn English and discover new 

vocabulary by watching English movies. The more they watch English movies, the easier it is for 

them to learn the language because they can learn it not only through listening activities but also 

through the scenes and expressions of the actors/actresses in the film. 

They are using the animation strategy to learn English Vocabulary. According to the findings 

of this study, teaching vocabulary through animation videos is effective (Siregar, Tobing, & Fitri, 

2021). Because animated videos with images and writings allow students to recognize easily, 

understand, and define the words presented. Overall, the multimedia learning environment directly 

impacts learning and even personal growth. The effect is unique and difficult to achieve with 

traditional educational materials. As a result, it is not surprising that ed tech companies are growing, 

and schools are increasingly attempting to provide a multimedia learning environment for their 

students. 

Utilizing Crossword Puzzles for English Vocabulary Instruction. This study aims to discover 

how crossword puzzle learning media is used in schools. The findings of this study indicate that 

teachers can use crossword puzzles as ideas for learning media because they can enliven the learning 

atmosphere in the classroom, build new vocabulary, and attract students' attention in teaching-learning 

activities (Rahayu, WL, & Sophia, 2021). Crossword puzzles require student participation for them to 
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be active, which is both mental and physical. As a result, students will experience a more pleasant 

environment, allowing them to maximize their learning outcomes. This crossword puzzle method has 

drawbacks, such as incorrect student answers due to lack of concentration or when working on it, the 

time limit has run out, so answer it quickly. As a result, teachers must continue to innovate to 

compensate for the shortcomings. Giving bonus letters to across and down answer boxes is one way to 

mitigate that weakness. This bonus letter can be placed in the available answer box's front, center, or 

back. Because there are already letters listed on the box, this letter can provide instructions for 

students to fill in the answer box. 

 

DISCUSSION 

To discover how crossword puzzle learning media is used in schools. The findings of this 

study indicate that teachers can use crossword puzzles as ideas for learning media because they can 

enliven the learning atmosphere in the classroom, build new vocabulary, and attract students' attention 

in teaching-learning activities (Rahayu, WL, & Sophia, 2021). Crossword puzzles require student 

participation for them to be active, which is both mental and physical. As a result, students will 

experience a more pleasant environment, allowing them to maximize their learning outcomes. This 

crossword puzzle method has drawbacks, such as incorrect student answers due to lack of 

concentration or when working on it, the time limit has run out, so answer it quickly. As a result, 

teachers must continue to innovate to compensate for the shortcomings. Giving bonus letters to across 

and down answer boxes is one way to mitigate that weakness. This bonus letter can be placed in the 

available answer box's front, center, or back. Because there are already letters listed on the box, this 

letter can provide instructions for students to fill in the answer box. 

The result of the analysis article shows some effective strategies for teaching English 

vocabularies, such as teaching English vocabulary using drama, flashcards, movies, animation videos, 

and crosswords. The teacher should choose the appropriate strategy. However, the execution is subpar 

even if the instructor has previously created the instruction plan and chosen the approach. Students 

will be bored and can't follow the teaching-learning well. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Teaching is a learning process. Brown said that the term "teaching" could be replaced with the 

term "learning" because "teaching" facilitates the learning process, provides the learner with 

opportunities to learn, and creates the conditions necessary for learning (Sinurat, Ginting, & Lubis, 

2020). In teaching, teachers are active, and students are allowed to speak and convey their ideas. 

Teaching is a communication process in which reciprocity occurs (feedback) or two-way 

communication where teachers and students open up to each other and discuss. Teaching English is 

the process of learning English. Students' proficiency in English can be obtained from the large 

number of English vocabulary that they know because the most important component in English is 
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one of them is vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of the basic pillars of initial knowledge in mastering the 

English language. 

Based on the result, the researcher found an effective strategy for teaching English 

vocabulary. There are some effective strategies for teaching English vocabulary, such as teaching 

English vocabulary using drama, flashcards, movies, animation videos, and crosswords. The teacher 

should choose the appropriate strategy. But even though the teacher already made the lesson plan and 

chose the design, the implementation is not good. Students will be bored and can't follow the 

teaching-learning well. 
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