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INTRODUCTION

Reading skill is an important skill to learn language, especially for
students. According to Anastasia, Syafrizal, and Widiastuti (2012: 67) to be
able to use English communicatively, students need to have good mastery
of English that encompasses the four basic skills including listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Reading is one of the important skills which
are an important activity to acquire knowledge, information,
entertainment, and etc.
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Moreover, reading skill is a process of how the reader gets the
information from what we read from the text. Reading is very useful for
students in daily life because reading would bring some advantages. By
reading the students would get some information from some sources that
would add their insight. According to Nuttal (1996: 78) analysis of reading
skill has been widely studied and has raised much discussion. Amongst four
skills, reading skill is considered as the important aspect of language
learning because reading is the main means of getting new information,
and one of very important reading purposes is to learn meaning from the
text. In addition, reading is an oc’rivi’ry to understand the content of the
text and reproduce the Words nd vocally. In order to achieve
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Siswanti (2012) has conducted a research about The Use of Small
Group Discussion to Improve Students’ Reading Comprehension. The
research findings show that using small group discussion could improve the
students’ achievement in finding main ideas, specific information,
reference of pronoun, social function and generic structure of text. In
addition, the previous researcher stated the situation at the classroom
becomes more noisy when they study in a small group and the researcher
can not handle this situation. However, the previous studies is conducted
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in different level by using the different research design. Thus, this research
was conducted in SMPN 2 Jawilan at eight grade.

Based on preliminary observations, the researcher got 3 problems
of reading classroom that could be identified as research subjects at the
eight grade of SMPN 2 Jawilan. First, the students get’ difficulties to get
main ideas and general information of the reading text. Second, the
students’ reading comprehension ability is sfill low. Third, the students also
get low participation in leaming reading.

Therefore, based on the backgroup of the problems, the researcher
limits the problem only in whether or. is there any effect of small group
discussion method in r i i eight grade of SMPN 2
Jawilan. Based on rmulates research
problems in thi ng Small Group
Discussion o ents rec igh %e of SMP N 2

Jawilan?2”
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text typically make use of main ideas, obtain the information, and
background knowledge of written text.

In conclusion, the readers should engage in the texts by combining
their vocabulary knowledge, grammatical knowledge, background
knowledge and information found in the text to comprehend the
messages. Additionally, reading skill is provide good models for language
learning.
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Definition of Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension is an ability to read the text, and
understand the meaning. According to Klingner, et al, (2007: 2), reading
comprehension is a process of building or bringing meaning by
connecting combining word by word, sentence by sentence and other
complex processes to get main ideas and information from the tfext.
Moreover, reading comprehension is a highly complex process that
involves multicomponent and interaction between the writers, written
texts and the readers.
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Teaching Small Group Discussion in Reading Class

The concept of learning in this small group discussion method is to
present a problem and the members in it have to find a solution together.
Solving problems in this small group discussion method required among
members, knowledge, ideas, and opinions. (Barker, 1986: 199). Moreover,
in a class of more than 30 students, a teacher may have difficulty when
he teaches and supervises students, the teacher may have difficulty
knowing students who are focused and not focused, who understand and
do not understand. By learning to use small group discussion method,

things, technig
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group members can help supervise and help friends in the group. In small
group discussion, the students would be trained to comprehend the
meaning of the text by sharing and discussing their ideas with other
members’ in-group. Small group discussion will be effective to work in a
group consist of three and four students. In summary, small group
discussion method will be effective to work in a group consisting of 3-4
students in which they can discuss anything and share their knowledge.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this reseach the researcher used quon’ri’ro’rive method with quasi
experimental-nonequivalent researcher took ftwo
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In this reseorchz{ mu‘ ofo by using normality
of test, homogeneity of test ality of distribution test was to
investigate whether or not the distribution of each group score in pre-test
and post-test are normally distributed. The researcher used graphical
method for normality of distribution test. The graphic indicated the
distribution of data is normal or not. According to Hatch and Lazaraton
(1991), there are three properties to show the data that is normal
distribution as follows:
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Figure1. Normal Distribution

The homogeneity is used to measure the quality of two groups in

pretest and post-test. F test forr?ulo GHIO

Notes:
F : Hom%
Vb  :The high€r varianc

Vk
(Sugiyon

i Qe : ¢ ing the
significQ % ~ iteria, as
followds
a)if F

<

o) if Figgm >
—

r | ind ext test

was h Ve t/Bomples.
The qi f-te t in students’

reodingoﬂ)m | group

discussion m @ esis (null
hypothesis)®i s@ -test for the

present study.

4201

Gay (2011:484)
Notes:

Mx = mean of sample 1

My = mean of sample 2

Nx = number of subject in sample 1

Ny = number of subject in sample 2

x2 = variance of sample 1

y2 = variance of sample 2
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The result of t-test compared with tiape. The criteria of significant value of
correlation as follows:

If tcount 2 Trable = hypothesis accepted

If tcount < Trable = hypothesis refused

The Hypothesis

HO : The use of small group discussion method is not effective in
teaching readingcomprehension at eight grades in SMPN 2 Jawilan.

Ha : The use of small group discussion method is effective in teaching
reading comprehension ?’r eiﬁ ﬁodes in SMPN 2 Jawilan.
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In conclu c@ e re of students’ achiev rom pre-test to

post-test showed the i ifﬁ? erence between
students’ reading skill fr ’rm tdl cldss' that received treatment
and the control class that tfreatment. Students in the

experimental class got a better score in reading than students’ from the
conftrol class. In addition, based on the result of the statistic calculation
indicated that the value of t-test = 4.37 and the value of df 60 with
significance 5% is 2.00. The result showed that t-test > t-table (4.37 > 2.00).
It means that t-test was higher than t-table. Since t-test score in the table
is higher than t-table score obtain from the result of calculating, so the
alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis (Ho) is
rejected. To be concluded there is any effect of using small group
discussion method in reading comprehension at eight grade of SMPN 2
Jawilan.

= medn score
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This study also has been found by Rizal and Irda, (2019); they found
that there is a significant difference of students’ reading achievement
between the class who taught by using Small Group Discussion method
and the class who taught by using lecturing method, this can be seen by
the mean score in experimental group is greater than in control group at
their research.

CONCLUSION

The conclusion based on the result of the analysis of the research is
proven that the students’ score of reading comprehension after being
taught by small group, di i is@a“r th efore being taught by

i ro

small group discussio e seen from gre of tcount is higher
than ttable. Fro?&sul’r O ulafi

an be seen that
result showe -test

t Ho is rejected
and Ha is ac ted. The

there is any
effect of using smc
at eigh’r%

mprehension

p@scussion

fofsiudents.

and

small

cially

in re e the
stude sion to

m. The
success
more impert
e. Being
ents should
ning another

a
various meyd

aware tha ing astery English, th
be frained to are their ideas and als

nfic
idea to achieve @go glish reading compr

The researcher bﬁ r@gréher to conduct a
research which is related up discussion as method in
teaching reading more detail. Based on the result of the research, the use

small group discussion is effective for teaching and learning reading
comprehension at eight grade of SMPN 2 Jawilan

Therefore, further researcher can conduct a similar research in
different field by using qualitative research design or classroom action
research to improve the students’ reading comprehension.
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