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INTRODUCTION

Many people in various countries use English as a communication
tool at various important international meetings. In the level of international
interaction, most of people choose English as communication medium
which is generally known as English as Lingua Franca. Kirkpatrick (2010)
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emphasizes that English is commonly understood by many speakers despite
their native speaker is not English.The statement above meant that English
language is very useful as the tool for communication to get some
information, knowledge, and relation from some people internationally.

The government later obliges people to study English in all high
schools and other private schools because of the notion that English is a
foreign language and as the most commonly used by global citizens for
different purposes. Kirkpatrick (2010) states that some private institution
introduces compulsory English for students from elementary level and some
other used it as instructional language in all classes.
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other requirements that will make it easier for learners to master speaking
skills. Based on the research conducted by Boonkit (2010) about the factors
increasing the development of speaking skill, the result represents that the
use of appropriate activities for speaking skills can be a good strategy. In
accordance, it also happens to the students in SMA Latansa Lebak -
Banten, who take the extracurricular activities outside the classroom, one
of the activities is English debate.

Pradana (2017: 152) states, “Debate is one of strategy to improve
speaking skill and critical thinking which deals with a discussion in a form of
arguing and exchanging ideas between pros and cons”. Elder & Paul (2010)
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state, “when students think critically, they are intellectually engaged.” From
those statements, speaking and critical thinking are the related skills, which
can help students to improve their progress in learning English.

Numerous studies about debate had been done by researchers in
order to make debate as tool or technique to improve students’ speaking
skill inside the classroom (Desita: 2017, Musfirah: 2017, Iman: 2017, Susaniyah:
2015, and Zare& Othman: 2015). Those studies focused on the use of English
debate as the method and techniques inside the classroom activities in
improving English-speaking skill.
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In this study, the mem
interpret their understanding about the target. The target will be the
debate activity and its contribution in improving their speaking and critical
thinking skill, so it takes place in the school as the situation of this study.

Debate is popularly known as the debating thoughts between two
competing parties that have pro and contra sides about the issue in this
world. Debate activity is usually found in the school competition held by
some institutions starting from high school level up to university level. It also
can be found in the parlioment debate show such as the presidential
candidate debate in the television show. Freely (1969:3) states that debate
shall be based on the reasons for or against the proportion in question. In
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other statements, Quinn (2005: 3) sets out the style of debate that involves
two teams of three speakers, each with a specific subject and an
adjudicator.

Parliamentary debate is a debate system used for school debate
competition in Indonesia. SMA Latansa implemented Asian parliamentary
debate system in training the debate extracurricular activity. There are two
opposing teams in an Asian parliaomentary debate format which are called
by Government and Opposition sides with three people each side (Debate
and Issues 101, 2007).

Cameron (2001: 40) states that speaking is the process of giving
meaning to make others underﬁonﬁ make sense of it. This statement
ca
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Data Collection Techniques

There are three ways of collecting the data; the ways of collecting
the data make the research well-organized. The first is observation; the
researcher used the observational sheet, the second is online close- ended
questionnaire through Google form, and the last is online semi - structured
interview through Skype.
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Data Analysis

In this study, the researcher used Miles and Huberman based data
analysis technique (1994: 247-252) which consists of three steps: data
reduction, data display, and drawing conclusion.

Research Procedure

The first procedure is determining the participants; the researcher
chose the members of English debate to be the participants, the member
consists of 18 students. The members of debate were chosen because it
was suitable with the research question about their perception on the use
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RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Students’ perception on the use of English debate to improve students’
speaking and critical thinking skill

Positive Perception

Based on the data presented in the finding, the debate members in
SMA Latansa had good perception on the use of English debate
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extracurricular to improve speaking and critical thinking skill. Eighteen
members of debate agreed that English debate extracurricular can
improve their speaking and critical thinking skill after joining the debate
over one year. The positive perception of debate members can be proven
by reviewing the results of observation, questionnaire and interview. From
those research instruments, the researcher found some results to answer the
research question. The first is about benefits of English debate
extracurricular. After joining English debate, the members gained some
benefits. Those benefits are:

1. English debate exiracurricular taught the students to be confident and
brave to talk in front of public
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The debate members of SMA Latansa decided to join English activity
because they wanted to know the latest issue and the new knowledge
about some topic in debate. The result of online interview with eighteen
students showed some of students said that they wanted to open their mind
about some issues and exchange their idea and opinion with their friends
to get a lot of new information (alasan aku ikut debat itu biar bisa
memperluas pengetahuan kita tentang sesuatu yang belum pernah kita
pelajari, jadi kita ikut ngepo in berita berita danberbagi pendapat dengan
teman kita yang lain, disitu selain ada pembelajaran materi materi yang

fo

2. English debate extracurri
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kita debatin, kita juga bisa belajar untuk bersosialisai dengan yang
lainnya”).

In debate, students also can learn the knowledge from the
opposition’s side, so they can more understand about an issue in pro or
conftraside. (“Menurut aku informasi baru yang didapat bisa meningkatkan
keberanian berbicara dan berfikir lebih kritis lagi, karena kita saling bertukar
informasi yang kita gatau awalnya jadi tau sangat membantu juga buat
kemampuan berfikir kritis karena banyak mendapat wawasan baru”).The
different perspective from both pro and contra side also made the debate
members have good attitude to understand each other and to deliver an
opinion in a good way and rules. Quinn (2005: 23) argues by joining the
debate the students willh others and gain insight.
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Negative Perception

The researcher found a negative perception from the result of online
interview through Skype. In the last theme about the effectiveness from
debate inimproving their speaking and critical thinking, the researcher
asked about the difficulties in getting a fact from the motion or the issue
given by the instructor. Most of students answered the same answer about
their difficulty. The most difficulty faced by the debate members is about
the internet access. The students felt difficult in getting a fact orinformations
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about some issues when practicing the debate because they were not
allowed to bring cellphone and rarely used any internet access for
searching some sources for debate. (“Kesulitan dalam mencari fakta yaitu
terhalang dengan sumber internet karena sangat ferbatas.Jadi kita
terkadang cuman bertukar pikiran sama temen”).

In addition, they might have an internet access and fully facilitated
only in practicing debate for competition. (“kalau mosinya dadakan paling
kita menggunakan logika saja sepengetahuan kita tentang mosi itu apa
kalau dipondok susah untuk dapat akses internet kalau cari diinternet lebih

kaya mau lomba diluar aja, Kak.”).
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1 | Saya mengikuti klub 11 7 0 0 0
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berbicara Bahasa
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Table 2 Questionnaire result of students’ feeling in joining
the debate extracurricular

No Statements Strongly | Agree | Neutral | Disagree | Strongly
Agree Disagree

1 | Saya percaya diri 5 3 9 1 0
ketika berbicara (27.8%) (16. (50%) (5.5%) (0%)
Bahasa Inggris di 7%)
hadapan teman -
feman.

2 | Saya menyukai 4 6 0 0
akfivitas klub o (wv (dﬁ (3 b) (0%) (0%)
debat di sekola
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baru dari aktifitas 9%)
klub debat.

4 | Saya belgjar untuk 5 12 1 0 0
mencari fakta dari | (27.8%) (66. (5.5%) (0%) (0%)
sebuah isu yang 7%)
diangkat sesuqi
posisinya
(pro/kontra)
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Table 4 Questionnaire result of students’ learning method indebate
extracurricular
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Part 2

The second part of questionnaire showed the debate members’
other activities beside debate to improve their speaking and crifical
thinking skill. In this part the researcher made some activities list which
probably students did in improving those two skills and the other additional
items added by the participants. The table 6 showed those following
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activities done by students in improving speaking skill, and in the table 7
showed those following activities done by the students in improving critical
thinking skill.
Table 6 Questionnaire result of students’ activities in
improving speaking skill

Activities Quantity
Berbicara dengan teman menggunakan bahasa Inggris 11
Mendengarkan lagu bahasa Inggris 14
Menonton film berbahasa asing selain bahasa Inggris dengan 9

menggunakan sub- tittle berbahasa Inggris
Membaca buku/ artikel berbahasa Inggris 7
Mengikuti les/ kursus bahasa | 2
Menulis dan mencata j 1
Inggris

]
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Another student (A!gﬂll ns in Engllsh to improve
speaking skill, and one rem ose to speak alone in front of
the mirror for English speaking practice. Both activities are quite good in
improving speaking skill because the students will know the English spelling
so well, while practicing in front of the mirror alone can make the student
evaluates some mistakes from speaking English and learn from the mistakes
to be good English speaker.
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Table 7 Questionnaire result of students’ activities in
improving critical thinking skill

Activities Quantity
Berdiskusi dengan teman tentang sebuah isu terkini 17
Membaca berita online maupun offline terkini 10
Melihat/ menonton beberapa program terkait bedah isu 4

terkini
Membaca buku pengetahuan terkait bidang yang diminati/ 4
ditekuni
Membaca alquran setiap selesai shalat Maghrib 1
Menggali potensi diri ]

.the most activity

Table 7 showe of ononer
improving their crifi g
done by seve@ |’rh friends while

member’'s activifies in

ten members our members
chose wa > De hose reading
a lot of k > m er chose

reciting &exploring

self-pot
n%uden’rs’

The cbm
fo prove

ate of

i
tudenfsa . cal
studer @Sg g, g

speaki assessme
activitiggsthro re
Table 8

The result of speaking self- assessment based on table 8 showed that
most of debate members rated their speaking skill in the level 2+. It means
most students felt that they are able to satisfy most work requirements with
language usage that is often but not always, acceptable and effective.
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Five students rated their speaking skill in the level 3+. It means the five
students felt that they are often able to use the language to satisfy
professional needs in a wide range of sophisticated and demanding tasks.

Three students rated their speaking skill in the level 3. It means the
three students felt that they are able to speak the language with the
sufficient structural accuracy and vocabulary to participate effectively in
most formal and informal conversations on practical, social and
professional topics.

One student rated their speaking skill in the level 4. It means the one
student felt that he/she is Able to use fhe language fluently and accurately
in all levels normally pertinent t rof Inesds and one student rated

their speaking skill in th I@ ) the student felt that his/her
Speaking proficien ularl suolly equivalent
to that of a w%? ateq
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Previous studies a ME bo’ré can develop, build

and cultivate critical thinkin man, 2013; Alasmari & Ahmed,
2013; Doody & Condon, 2012; Omelicheva, 2007; Kennedy, 2007).The
students added that the rebuttals and group work were two of the favorite
features of the classroom debate for them. They said the rebuttals give
them a chance to express their opinions and disagree with their point of
view.

CONCLUSION

The researcher found that the students in SMA La Tansa have positive
perception on the use of debate for their speaking and critical thinking skill.
The students agreed that English debate extracurricular can improve their
speaking and critical thinking skill. They also agreed that there are many
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benefits from debate in improving their speaking and critical thinking skill
such as new vocabularies enrichment, self confidence improvement, and
new knowledge and insight improvement. In accordance, the researcher
also found that the students can found their new world and friend who
have the same interest in English language, as the researcher know from
the pre- observational study that the students in SMA La Tansa prefer to
used Arabic than English language as their daily used so they rarely found
a partner for practicing their English. However, the students also have a
negative perception on debate about their difficulty in having an internet
access for searching the material for debate.

The contribution of English debo’re ex’rrocurnculor can be proven in

students’ improvement i gkln thinking by doing the
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students can find part mai“
For future researcher, ted on observing the debate

extracurricular of SMA La Tansa. Therefore, the researcher expects that the
future researchers will focus on the shortcomings issue in this study about
the students’ negative perception on the use of English debate
extracurricular so that any strengths and weaknesses can be identified and
found a solution for the next study in the same field about English debate in
improving speaking and critical thinking skill
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