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ABSTRACT

The aim of the research is to find out whether or not using comic strips

influence toward students’ reading ¢ rehension at eighth grade of SMP
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INTRODUCTION

Language is one of the most important things in communication and

it is used as a tool of communication among nations all over the world. As
an international language, English is very important and has many
interrelationships with various aspects of life owned by human being. In
studying English, students are supposed to master the four language skills,
they are: listening, speaking, writing, and reading. The reading sKill

becomes very important in education field. The students need to be



exercised and frained in order to have a good reading skill. In reading, to
comprehend the text the readers should be able to manage every part of
the text, because it will be easier to gain the comprehension in reading
when the readers are able to organize the text.

In the curriculum of English subject in Indonesian school, students are
expected to read many types of text, including narrative text. One of the
characteristics of narrative text is the use of Simple Past Tense as the tense.
It requires the students to recognize the words usually used in Simple Past

Tense. For some students who have low ability in grammar and or in

vocabulary, this case b.ei}qafs @) big Eoblem. Moreover, a long
paragraph of a norrc&'@% Nill make the s%i‘s feel bored and the
7
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%n above, the writer s%xxg@ by using comic strips
as a media in teaching re%m& ’rrfps is believed to be able

to solve students' problem in reading comprehension. By using comic strips

Based on infro

the students could be more interested with reading and more comprehend
the text because there were a lot of pictures that represent the content of
the text. It made them easier to understand the text by looking at the

pictures.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Reading is one of four basics of language skills of English. Reading is

an important thing, because by reading can people find a variety of



information as knowledge. According to Jeremy Hamer (2007:100),
“reading is useful for language acquisition. Provided that students more or
less understand what they read, the more they read, the better they get at
it". Moreover, Grabe as cited in Septiana (2011:81) said that reading is
interactive; the reader makes use of information from his/her background
knowledge as well as information from the printed page. It means, the
reader can get some information after they read the text or passage. So,
reading is an interactive process between the readers and the text that the
readers read. The readers can get information and can understand about
the meaning of the text. [hardreyg:n haye more knowledge from the

text, o 09/.
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According to Rice as cited in Emilia S. (2015: 16), “*comprehension is
probably better regarded as a process rather than a particular outcome
or product through which a reader interacts with a text to construct
meaning. When someone has read a text with understanding, they have
to comprehend it first”. So reading comprehension refers to reading with
understanding. The reader can learn more content from the text and

understand about the meaning what they read.



According to Andreson and Andreson (2003:8), “a narrative is a
piece of text which tells a story and, in doing so, entertains or informs the
reader or listener. Purpose of narrative is to construct a view of the world
that entertains or informs the reader or listener.” Moreover, according to
Solahudin cited in Yuni Hazziyanti (2014:17) that narrative is a story shaped
by the event or events described in the order of time. Narrative is usually
composed of three pars there are: the beginning, middle, and the end. The
initial part contains background or underlying started a story, the center is

part of conflict that gives birth to a climax, while the final part is resolution.
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According to Claudia J. Mcvicker (2007) stated using comics for
instruction is a quick, concise way to teach, practice, and apply reading
skills whether it is for initial instruction. McVicker (2007) also added, that using
a comic strip as an alternative text structure for reading alters the child’s
view of traditional text structures such as narrative texts (storybooks),
nonnarrative texts (nonfiction), and poetry. In addition, children who

struggle with reading often report that they do not read for pleasure. This



can be attributed to the difficulty they experience when they approach

the task of reading.

METHOD OF RESEARCH

This research, the writer used quantitative method through
experimental design. Experimental design includes quasi-experimental
design that was nonrandomized Control Group, Pre-test — Post-test Design.
In this case, the writer used two classes as experiment class and control

class. Below is the scheme of nonrandomized control group, pre-test — post-

Class

E
C

Notes:

E

C

X

Y1

Y2

Population and*Samg
5 as all students of S&l 2 Ciruas. For the

sample, the writer Tooa%c asses at eighﬂWf SMPN 2 Ciruas. The
sample in this research wa cm s’re.r sampling. By making a

lottery, the students of class 8H that consisted of 31 students was decided

Populatio

as the control class and 8l as the experiment class which consisted of 32

students.
Table 2: Sample
Class Number of Independent Variable
students
8l as experimental 32 Treatment
class
8H as conftrol class 31 -




FINDING AND DISCUSSION

The writer used tests as the instrument to know the influence of using
comic strips. The tests were divided into two types, pre-test and post-test.
Pre-test was given to determine the students’ reading comprehension
before the writer conducted the treatment, and then the writer conducted
post-test after the treatment.

After collecting the data, the writer calculated and analysed them.
The data were in quantitative form. The result of the test can be seen in the

following table:

Table 3: The percentage of St Nt regssin Reading Comprehension
Total of Pr of Pre Tot t |Mean of Post
Class
T%T * Test
8l 1375 4 .58
SH 1735 5 5.64

Based g’r f p@’res’r from the

experimen’ralao a with th .%n there were
an improvenew’r ass withMhe total score
of post-test % e@’rrol class the
total score of%—’r .9@rhere was also
an improvemeﬁﬁn’r conftrol class it the total score
was 2035 and Th{% .64. From the above, the writer

assumed that Thereo% influence “\\% sfudents’ reading
comprehension by using C mi"sm %h’rh grade students of SMPN

2 Ciruas.
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The result of all tests that have been conducted in this research shows
that the experiment class has higher mean score than control class in post-
test. The mean development shows that experimental class has higher
development score which was 33.23 point (77.58 — 44.35) than control class
which only has 9.68 point (65.64 — 55.69). It means that, by using comic strips
towards students’ reading comprehension ability has higher development

rather than by manual teaching reading.

Table 4: Result of Independent T
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was accepted. It was proven that, using comic strips had positive influence

towards reading comprehension at eighth grade of SMP Negeri 2 Ciruas.

CONCLUSION

The conclusion of this research that, first is an influence of comic strips
towards students’ reading comprehension on narrative text at eighth
grade of SMPN 2 Ciruas. It can be seen that tcount was 7.05 and tfiaple WS
2.00. It means that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted. Second,

from the increasing mean score of pre-test to post-test in the experimental



group. The mean score of pre-test in the experimental group was 44.35. The
mean of post-test increased to 77.58. So, it proved that using comic strips
had significant toward reading comprehension, especially in narrative text.
Third, Comic strips can be a good alternative media for the teacher in

reading learning process.
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