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ABSTRACT 
This systematic literature review (SLR) aims to explore the development of effective and sustainable 

learning communities and how to improve students' learning abilities through learning communities. 

This research uses the SLR methodology to examine the development of learning communities. 

Research was conducted to collect, analyze and integrate relevant research findings related to the 

topic of " learning communities. " To be a means of learning and self-development for students." The 

results are expected to contribute to the development of an effective and sustainable learning 

community and improve students' learning abilities. This study discusses the theory and concept of 

learning communities, as well as strategies for developing effective and sustainable learning 

communities. It also explores ways to improve students' learning abilities through learning 

communities. These findings highlight the importance of learning communities in enhancing students' 

learning and self-development, emphasizing the need for further research to improve the effectiveness 

of learning communities. 

Keywords: learning community, self-development 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Education is an important aspect of human life which plays a crucial role in the formation of 

individuals and society. The learning process focuses not only on acquiring knowledge and skills, but 

also on holistic self-development. In the era of globalization and rapid technological development, 

innovative and effective learning approaches are becoming increasingly necessary to meet the 

demands of ever-changing times. One approach that is increasingly popular in the learning context is 

the concept of learning communities. A learning community is a forum where individuals can share 

knowledge, experiences and ideas to improve learning abilities and self-development. In the 

educational context, learning communities are an effective means of facilitating students' learning 

processes outside the formal school environment. Through learning communities, students can 

interact, discuss and collaborate with fellow members to achieve common learning goals. The role of 

learning communities in improving the quality of student learning has become the focus of 

increasingly in-depth research. Recent studies show that participation in learning communities can 

have a positive impact on students' cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects. With information 

and communication technology, learning communities can be run online, allowing access for students 

from various geographic locations. Apart from that, learning communities can also be a means to 

develop students' soft skills, such as communication, collaboration and leadership skills. In a learning 

community environment, students can learn to adapt, collaborate, and solve problems together, skills 

that are indispensable in today's competitive world of work. Thus, learning communities not only play 

a role in the acquisition of knowledge, but also in the formation of students' character and social skills. 

The importance of developing an effective and sustainable learning community is a major concern in 
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the educational context. Creative, collaborative and inclusive learning management strategies are the 

key to building a learning community that provides maximum benefits for its members. Psychological 

support, motivation and a conducive learning environment also play a role in the success of learning 

communities as alternative learning facilities. In this research, we will discuss in depth the 

development of learning communities as a means of learning and student self-development. Through a 

Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach, we will identify and analyze various journal articles 

related to learning communities to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the role and benefits 

of learning communities in the educational context. Thus, it is hoped that this research can make a 

valuable contribution to the development of more inclusive, collaborative and effective education 

through the use of learning communities as an innovative learning strategy. Adequate facilities and 

infrastructure can be a supporting factor for successful learning (Darmawan et al, 2024) . Concepts 

and infrastructure in education refer to the management of school facilities which function as a 

support system for the learning process for both students and teachers. This ensures that both parties 

can fulfill their rights and responsibilities in achieving educational goals effectively. Learning 

facilities include areas such as study rooms, office space, educational tools, teaching aids, media, 

laboratories, and others. Management of educational facilities and infrastructure includes various 

stages such as planning, procurement, inventory, storage, organization, utilization, transfer and 

reporting. It has been noted that the quality of learning support facilities significantly impacts student 

academic performance, with schools that have more comprehensive facilities generally producing 

higher levels of student achievement. In contrast, institutions with limited facilities tend to observe 

lower academic outcomes. Apart from equipment, effective management of the learning environment 

is also important to support student learning effectiveness. An efficient learning environment can 

increase student comfort during the learning process and assist in achieving educational goals as 

planned. Establishing a conducive learning atmosphere is beneficial in promoting students' critical 

thinking, nurturing creativity, and encouraging active participation in learning activities, thereby 

ensuring a comfortable learning environment. When students are involved in the learning process, 

they tend to experience various transformations, which are often reflected in their academic results. 

Successful curriculum management relies heavily on the efficient operation of facilities and 

infrastructure to ensure that the learning process is effective and aligned with curriculum objectives. 

Proper management is critical to the success of learning efforts. Following a well-designed 

curriculum, coupled with effective infrastructure management, leads to a highly effective student 

learning experience, thereby facilitating the achievement of educational goals and reducing obstacles 

in the learning journey. To maintain a dynamic and creative learning process, it is critical to manage 

the curriculum efficiently, optimize learning management practices, and ensure consistent attention to 

the supporting infrastructure to effectively navigate the student learning experience. A feasible 

approach to strengthening the learning process is through the formation of learning communities, 

which function as platforms for student development, such as learning writing communities (KBM) 

and Independent Learning Communities. An effective strategy for improving students' learning 

abilities involves cultivating learning communities, defined as spaces where students can exchange 

knowledge, experiences, and ideas, encouraging interactive discussions and sharing information to 

enhance learning abilities and personal growth. Learning communities have gained popularity in 

recent years as an effective strategy for increasing students' learning capacity, especially with the 

integration of information and communications technology to facilitate online interactions among 

students from different locations. Various studies have shown that learning communities contribute to 

improving students' cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, although more research is needed to 

optimize their effectiveness. Emphasis should be placed on developing sustainable and efficient 

learning communities to improve learning outcomes and student self-development. We will examine 

how to develop an effective and sustainable learning community, as well as how to improve students' 

learning abilities through learning communities. In this research, we will use a Systematic Literature 

Review (SLR) to examine the development of learning communities. It is hoped that the results of this 
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research can contribute to the development of an effective and sustainable learning community, as 

well as improving students' learning abilities. In the next chapter, we will discuss the theory and 

concept of learning communities, as well as how to develop effective and sustainable learning 

communities. We will also discuss how to improve students' learning abilities through learning 

communities. 

 

RESEACH METHODS 

This research was conducted using the Systematic Literature Review (SLR) method which aims to 

collect, analyze and integrate relevant research results related to the topic "Learning Communities as a 

Means for Student Learning and Self-Development". SLR is a research method used to identify, 

evaluate, and interpret all relevant research results related to a particular research question, particular 

topic, or phenomenon of concern. The first step in conducting SLR is to formulate clear and specific 

research questions related to the topic to be researched. This research question will guide the process 

of searching, selecting, and analyzing relevant literature. In the context of this research, the research 

question asked is how the development of a learning community can improve students' learning 

abilities and facilitate their self-development. After formulating research questions, the next step is to 

search for relevant literature using academic databases such as Google Scholar, ResearchGate, and 

related journal databases. A literature search was carried out using a combination of keywords 

appropriate to the research topic, such as "learning community", "student self-development", and 

"learning community effectiveness". After conducting a literature search, researchers selected articles 

based on predetermined inclusion and exclusion criteria. Articles that are relevant to the research topic 

and meet the inclusion criteria will be selected for further analysis. Inclusion criteria may include year 

of publication of the article, research methods, relevance to the research topic, and quality of the 

research. After selecting articles, the next step is to read and analyze each article in depth. Researchers 

will extract important information from each article related to findings, research methodology, results, 

and conclusions relevant to the research topic. The extracted information will be used to build a 

conceptual framework and data analysis. During the data analysis process, researchers will identify 

patterns, findings, and conclusions that emerge from the articles that have been analyzed. Data 

obtained from SLR will be synthesized and interpreted to produce a deeper understanding of the role 

and benefits of learning communities in the context of student learning and self-development. Apart 

from that, researchers will also assess the quality of the research methodology of each article that has 

been analyzed. This assessment aims to evaluate the validity and reliability of the research results 

used in the SLR. Articles that have a strong and relevant research methodology will be given more 

weight in data analysis. In this research process, researchers will also use a qualitative approach to 

analyze the data obtained from the SLR. A qualitative approach allows researchers to understand the 

context, meaning and interpretation of the findings found in the articles that have been analyzed. 

Apart from that, researchers will also use a descriptive approach to present findings and data analysis 

in a systematic and structured manner. A descriptive approach will help in organizing the information 

obtained from the SLR so that it can be presented clearly and comprehensively. In this research 

process, researchers will follow the steps set out in the SLR protocol that has been prepared 

previously. The SLR protocol will be a guide in every stage of the research, starting from literature 

search, article selection, data analysis, to preparing the final research report. This research will also 

pay attention to ethical aspects of research, such as respecting copyright and citing sources accurately 

in accordance with applicable scientific writing rules. Researchers will ensure that all information 

used in this research comes from legitimate and reliable sources. In conclusion, this research 

methodology will provide a strong foundation for identifying, analyzing and interpreting research 

results related to the role and benefits of learning communities in the context of student learning and 

self-development. With a systematic and structured SLR approach, it is hoped that this research can 
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provide a valuable contribution to the development of more inclusive, collaborative and effective 

education through the use of learning communities as an innovative learning strategy. With the 

following stages: 

First, the question is how does the learning community influence ? 

Second Population data in research This is journal Which focused in the student learning community 

Third after getting various articles. Researchers obtained 5 0 articles connect with the learning 

community on Google Scholar Database searches, then select 25 articles related to the topic being 

researched from several articles. Then study the article in detail and according to the material 

Education character, on 2 5 article in inclusion And researched in a way detailed become 7 article which 

is in accordance with the theme of the discussion, then not included in the discussion or search. 7 

articles were found that were particularly in line with the theme being researched presented in the 

discussion and conclusion sections. The following is a flow diagram of the exclusion process And 

inclusion on Systematic stage Reviews (n : number of articles) 
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database (n- 50) 

After the articles were analyzed according  

to the themes  in the database  they  were 
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7 articles were included for analysis 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A learning community, also called a learning organization, is a group of people who come together 

and interact with each other, share values, norms, and beliefs, and are actively involved in the learning 

process. Learning communities greatly influence teachers' ability to teach and educators' abilities in 

the educational, personal, social and professional fields. Based on research, every 1% increase in the 

learning community variable is associated with an increase in pedagogical ability of 0.396. In 

addition, learning communities help teachers gain an understanding of the implementation of the 

independent curriculum, make it easier for them to understand the new curriculum, and help them 

improve their pedagogical skills. 

Based on 7 journal article sources that have been determined to meet the inclusion criteria so as for 

information results his research as follows on Table 1. 

Table. 1 Results Study to Interest Study Physical education Student in School Base. 

 

Researcher And 

Year 

Study 

Journal Results Study 

Ratu Yunita Sekar, Nike 

Kamarubiani (2020) 

Learning Community as a 

Means of Learning and 

Personal Development 

learning community . The community is a 

learning place where students can gain 

academic knowledge and develop self-

knowledge and develop themselves. There are 

three main reasons why someone should join a 

learning community : understanding, content 

taught, and connection to the past. why 

someone should join a learning community: 

understanding, content taught, and connection 

to the past. Apart from that, members of 

learning communities can also benefit from 

other aspects of life, such as developing new 

relationships with other people, new skills, 

developing self-confidence, and building 

networks. Members of learning communities 

can also benefit from other aspects of life, such 

as developing new relationships with others, 

learning new skills, developing self-

confidence, and building a network. 

Galuh Tiara Krisna Putri, 

Setiyo Hartoto (2020) 

Application of the Part and 

Whole Method to Improve 

Students' Freestyle 

Swimming Skills through 

Learning Communities 

Based on the results of research and analysis that 

have been completed, examples can be presented 

as follows: research and analysis. Results that 

have been completed, examples can be presented 

as follows:  

1. There is a significant influence from the 

application of part and all of the method on 

students' swimming skills through the learning 

community. significant influence of partial and 

overall application of the method on students' 

swimming skills through learning communities.  

2. The overall approach is to improve students' 

skills in approaching students through learning 

communities by around 46%. Increasing 
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students' swimming skills through learning 

communities by around 46%. 
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Prana's blessing Divine , 

Muhamad Yusuf , Doli 

Witro (2022) 

Learning Community as a 

Model of Religious 

Education in Islamic 

Boarding School Religious 

Institutions to Improve the 

Speaking Character of 

Santri 

learning community experience significant 

changechange in responsein response to a fast-

paced world .to a fast-paced world . Independent 

learning communities are formed in order to 

provide alternative learning facilities and 

motivate them to form a learning and cooperative 

mindset. Factors such as parenting, free time, 

health, laziness, and poor concentration are some 

of the things that students learn. Parenting 

patterns, free time, health, laziness, and poor 

concentration are among the things students 

learn. Through special teaching instructions that 

focus on improving language skills, it is hoped 

that students will be more involved in their 

learning, so that initial learning becomes more 

interesting. Focusing on improving language 

skills, it is hoped that students will be more 

active in their learning, making initial learning 

interesting. 

 

Sandra Titihalawa , Titi 

Prihatin, Suwito Eko 

Pramono 

The Role of School 

Principals and Learning 

Communities in Improving 

the Pedagogical 

Competence of Educators 

at Jayapura Joint High 

School 

The findings from this research are that the 

principal's behavior has a significant negative 

impact on the learning community climate. From 

this research it is that the principal's behavior has 

a significant negative impact on the learning 

community climate. The principal has succeeded 

in creating an effective learning community so 

that it can function as a forum for learning. The 

school has succeeded in creating an effective 

learning community, so that it can function as a 

place to exchange knowledge and resolve 

conflicts during the teaching process. The data 

shows that  

learning communitiesclimate communities can 

be formed through long-term mentoring 

programs carried out by school principals so that 

they can provide maximum contribution from the 

community in improving teacher competency.

can be formed through long-term mentoring 

programs for school principals, so as to produce 

maximum contribution from the community in 

improving The level of teacher competence. The 

correlation coefficient between the speed of 

cooperative learning and increasing the 

pedagogical competence of educators is around r 

= 0.707 where r < 100% gives very good 

learning results. The number of collaboration and 

increasing pedagogical competence of educators 

is around r = 0.707 where r < 100% gave 

excellent results. The contribution of the learning 

community was very significant in improving the 

teaching and learning skills of individual 

students. The contribution was very significant in 
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improving the teaching and learning skills of 

individual students. 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

King Ritonga, Rosni 

Harahap, Robiyatul 

Adawiyah, Haritsah 

Hammamah Harahap 

(2023) 

Strengthening Driving 

Schools in Optimizing the 

Role of Learning 

Communities 

Based on the research that has been carried out, 

it can be concluded that the research service 

activities are running efficiently and precisely. 

After completing the research, it can be 

concluded that the research service activities are 

running efficiently and precisely. This service 

involves teachers, school principals and 

supervisors only to improve the learning process 

in educational units. Learning Community 

Learning (presented effectively by students. This 

is based on the results of assessments and 

evaluations carried out by the study team. On the 

results of assessments and evaluations completed 

by the study team. Furthermore, each participant 

in the activity must provide input and insight into 

Whatever will be discussed must be provided by 

each school. Feedback and insight into what will 

be discussed in each school. The community 

already understands that learning communities 

are one of the main forums for collaboration to 

overcome various problems that arise in the 

learning process, both. relating to students, 

teachers and other educational institutions. It is 

one of the main platforms for collaboration in 

order to overcome various problems that arise 

during the learning process, both relating to 

students, teachers and other educational 

institutions. 
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Alpino Susanto , Zia Hisni 

Mubarak (2020) 

Developing English 

Communication Skills 

Through the Word 

Arrangement Game Method 

in the Dragonfly Kampung 

Tua Nongsa Batam 

Learning Community 

Through this training program, it is hoped that 

participants will experience increased 

optimization and increased capacity to increase 

their proficiency in English. The core 

principles underlying this educational initiative 

center on providing guidance that cultivates 

individuals characterized by integrity and a 

strong drive to succeed, especially in terms of 

their aptitude for accurate and contextually 

appropriate English communication. 

Edi Sutomo (2022) Formation of an 

Independent Learning 

Community for Student 

Learning Activities in the 

Unimuda Sorong Biology 

Education Study Program 

for the 2021/2022 

Academic Year. 

Based on the findings of this investigation, it is 

possible to conclude that the efficacy of 

building self-directed learning communities 

impacts student learning efforts. Comparative 

results revealed that semester 2 showed three 

levels of effectiveness, while one level was 

relatively less effective when assessed through 

questionnaire results. As a result, it is 

concluded that the independent learning 

community positively influences learning 

activities, as shown by tcount exceeding 

ttabular (-2.334 < -3.397 > -1.585 = 0.044 > 

0.009 < 0.147 at α 0.05). Additionally, 

differences in student learning engagement 

across semesters were observed when engaged 

in self-directed learning communities, as 

evidenced by increased data in the final survey. 

This is exemplified by tcount which is very 

less than ttable, indicating substantial variance 

(0.202 > 0.165 > -.378 with sig. 0.010 > 0.009 

< 0.958 at α 0.05 ) . The data results for male 

and female students show contrasting levels of 

activity in the independent learning 

community, although not statistically 

significant, as validated by tcount which is 

lower than ttabl (-.046 0.05 ). Overall, the 

results of this study establish that the formation 

of self-directed learning communities directly 

influences students' learning activities, a fact 

that is supported by documentary evidence 

during the research period. 

 

Based on the results of the journal review that has been presented, the discussion regarding 

the role of learning communities in students' learning and self-development can be 

strengthened by previous research. Some discussion points that can be conveyed are: 

Effectiveness of Learning Communities : Research by Ratu Yunita Sekar and Nike 

Kamarubiani (2020) shows that learning communities are recognized as effective non-formal 

forums in helping students develop themselves and gain academic knowledge. This is in line 
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with findings from the journals reviewed, which show that learning communities have a 

positive role in improving the quality of learning. Thus, it can be concluded that the learning 

community makes a significant contribution to students' self-development. 

Application of Learning Methods: Research by Galuh Tiara Krisna Putri and Setiyo Hartoto 

(2020) shows that the application of part and whole methods in learning communities can 

significantly improve students' swimming skills. This shows that the learning strategies 

implemented in the learning community have a positive impact on the development of 

students' skills. Previous research shows that learning communities have a significant 

influence on students' daily lives and learning processes. This confirms that interaction and 

collaboration in a learning community can bring wider benefits to students' self-development. 

Support from previous research strengthens the argument that learning communities have an 

important role in forming an effective learning environment. By integrating findings from 

various studies, it can be concluded that learning communities are an effective means of 

improving the quality of learning and students' self-development. Support from previous 

research provides a strong foundation for understanding the benefits and effectiveness of 

learning communities in educational contexts. Discussion The discussion in this research will 

discuss in depth the role and benefits of learning communities as a means of learning and self-

development for students. In the educational context, learning communities have become an 

effective strategy in increasing learning motivation, skill development and social interaction 

among students. Based on the research results that have been analyzed, there are several 

interesting findings related to the role of learning communities in the learning context. One of 

the significant findings from this research is students' motivation to join the learning 

community. This motivation can come from interest in the learning topics taught in the 

learning community, learning content that is relevant to personal interests and needs, as well 

as the relationship of learning material to future careers or self-development. This shows that 

learning communities can be an effective means of motivating students in the learning 

process. Apart from motivation, learning communities also provide significant benefits in 

students' self-development. In terms of relationships with other people, learning community 

members can expand their social networks, build new relationships, and improve 

communication and collaboration skills. Social interactions that occur in learning 

communities can also increase students' self-confidence and courage in communicating and 

interacting with other people. Acquiring new knowledge is also one of the benefits obtained 

from learning communities. Through discussions, questions and answers, and collaboration 

with other members of the learning community, students can broaden their horizons and 

knowledge about various learning topics. This can help students develop a deeper and more 

comprehensive understanding of the learning material being taught. Skill development is also 

the main focus in the learning community. With various interactive and collaborative learning 

activities, students have the opportunity to hone their skills in various fields, such as critical 

thinking skills, creativity, problem solving, and communication skills. Developing these skills 

will help students prepare themselves to face the challenges and demands of the world of 

work in the future. Self-confidence is an important aspect that is also gained through 

participation in learning communities. With support and appreciation from members of the 

learning community, students will feel more confident in expressing opinions, sharing ideas, 

and contributing to group discussions. This will help in building a strong and positive sense of 

self-confidence in students. Networking or social networks built through learning 
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communities also have very important value in students' self-development. By having the 

opportunity to interact with a variety of people from different backgrounds, students can 

expand their social and professional networks. This networking can open up new 

opportunities in students' careers and self-development in the future. Apart from the benefits 

mentioned above, learning communities also provide space for students to learn 

independently and take initiative. In a learning community, students have the freedom to 

explore their interests and talents, develop creativity, and pursue specific learning goals 

according to their personal needs and aspirations. This will help students develop their 

potential and talents optimally. In terms of learning approaches, learning communities offer 

collaborative, interactive and participatory learning models. In a learning community, students 

are invited to be actively involved in the learning process, share knowledge and experiences, 

and support each other in achieving common learning goals. This learning approach will help 

students build the social, cooperative and leadership skills needed in everyday life. Apart from 

that, learning communities also provide opportunities for students to learn from practical and 

real experiences. With field activities, industrial visits, or collaborative projects in learning 

communities, students can apply the theoretical knowledge they learn in real situations. This 

will help students develop practical skills and a deeper understanding of learning concepts. In 

the context of self-development, learning communities also provide opportunities for students 

to identify and develop their potential. With support and guidance from members of the 

learning community and facilitators, students can explore their interests, talents and strengths 

in a more focused and systematic manner. This will help students develop a strong and 

positive self-identity. Apart from that, learning communities also provide opportunities for 

students to learn about social values, ethics and morality. In the social interactions that occur 

in learning communities, students are invited to understand and appreciate differences, 

develop empathy and tolerance, and practice the values of honesty, integrity and 

responsibility. This will help students form good and positive character and personality. In the 

context of developing social skills, learning communities also provide opportunities for 

students to practice communicating, collaborating and interacting with other people. By 

having group discussions, collaborative projects, and social activities in learning 

communities, students can hone verbal and non-verbal communication skills, the ability to 

work together in teams, and sensitivity to the needs and perspectives of others. In addition, 

learning communities also provide opportunities for students to develop critical and analytical 

thinking skills. In discussions, debates and analysis of learning material, students are invited 

to question, evaluate and conclude information critically and rationally. This will help 

students develop the logical, analytical and critical thinking skills needed to face complex 

challenges in the real world. In the context of developing creativity, learning communities 

also provide opportunities for students to express their creative and innovative ideas. By 

having free discussions, brainstorming, and collaborative projects in learning communities, 

students can develop creativity, imagination, and innovation in solving problems and creating 

new and original solutions. This will help students develop creative and innovative thinking 

skills needed to face challenges and changes in this digital era.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the results of a review of journals related to the role of learning communities in the learning 

process and students' self-development, it can be concluded that learning communities have an 

important role in improving the quality of student learning. Various findings show that through 

learning communities, students can gain new knowledge, develop skills, expand social networks, and 

increase self-confidence. Learning communities also provide opportunities for students to learn 

collaboratively, actively and integratedly, which can increase learning effectiveness. In addition, the 

findings from these journals also highlight the importance of developing effective and sustainable 

learning communities. With a good learning community, students can feel more motivated, be 

actively involved in the learning process, and support each other in achieving learning goals. This 

shows that learning communities are not only a place to gain knowledge, but also as a forum for 

students' personal and social growth. Based on these conclusions, several suggestions can be given to 

increase the role of learning communities in education: 

1. Encourage Collaboration: Schools and educational institutions can encourage students to engage 

in collaborative learning communities, where they can support each other and learn together. 

2. Development of Social Skills: Learning communities can be a means of developing students' 

social skills, such as the ability to communicate, work together and build good relationships. 

3. Supporters and Facilitators: Teachers and educators can act as supporters and facilitators in the 

development of effective learning communities, by providing the necessary guidance, support and 

direction. 

4. Use of Technology: The use of technology can expand students' access to online learning 

communities, thereby enabling more flexible interaction and learning. 

By implementing the suggestions above, it is hoped that the role of learning communities in 

education can be further enhanced, thereby providing greater benefits for students' learning and self-

development. An effective and sustainable learning community can be one of the keys to creating a 

learning environment that is inclusive, collaborative, and has a positive impact on holistic student 

development.
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