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Abstract:	 Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 global	 issue	 with	 significant	 socio-economic	 impacts,	
necessitating	 a	 comprehensive	 understanding	 of	 its	 various	 forms	 and	 manifestations	 to	
effectively	 combat	 it.	 This	 research	 aims	 to	 understand	 the	 causes	 and	 factors	 of	 political	
corruption	and	assess	its	effects	on	governance,	economic	development,	and	social	equity.	This	
qualitative	research	utilises	secondary	data	sources,	such	as	academic	journals,	reports,	and	
case	 studies,	 to	 examine	 and	 analyse	 the	 selected	 research	 themes.	 The	 research	 findings	
underscore	that	political	corruption,	involving	power	abuse	for	personal	gain,	impacts	sectors	
like	security,	defence,	health,	and	the	public	sector,	increasing	costs,	misallocating	resources,	
and	 reducing	 public	 confidence.	 It	 thrives	 in	 emerging	 industries	 and	 government	 services.	
Combating	 corruption	 requires	 a	 comprehensive	 strategy	 involving	 transparency,	 strong	
institutions,	 honesty,	 international	 cooperation,	 and	 legal	 frameworks.	 Strategies	 include	
strengthening	 legal	 frameworks,	 transparency,	 ethical	 leadership,	 technology,	 and	 citizen	
empowerment.	The	conclusion	of	the	research	underscores	the	necessity	of	a	comprehensive	
approach	 involving	 political,	 economic,	 and	 societal	 factors	 to	 enhance	 anti-corruption	
measures	and	combat	political	corruption	effectively.	
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Introduction	
Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 global	

problem	 that	 has	 persisted	 for	 centuries	
and	continues	to	challenge	contemporary	
global	 governance.	 Corruption	 is	 the	
misuse	 of	 public	 power	 for	 private	 gain,	
undermining	public	 trust	and	civic	virtue	
(IBRD-IDA,	2023).	Here	are	some	insights	
into	 the	 multifaceted	 nature	 of	 political	
corruption:	

Corruption	 harms	 the	 poor	 and	
vulnerable	the	most,	 increasing	costs	and	
reducing	 access	 to	basic	 services	 such	 as	
health,	education,	social	programmes,	and	
even	justice.	It	exacerbates	inequality	and	
reduces	 private-sector	 investment	 to	 the	
detriment	 of	 markets,	 job	 opportunities,	
and	 economies	 (IBRD-IDA,	 2023).	
Corruption	can	also	undermine	a	country’s	
response	 to	 emergencies,	 leading	 to	
unnecessary	suffering	and,	at	worst,	death.	
Over	 time,	 corruption	 can	 undermine	
citizens'	 trust	 and	 confidence	 in	 their	
leaders	 and	 institutions,	 creating	 social	
friction	and,	 in	 some	contexts,	 increasing	
the	 risk	of	 fragility,	 conflict,	 and	violence	
(IBRD-IDA,	2023).	Corruption	discourages	
investment,	 limits	 economic	 growth,	 and	
alters	 the	 composition	 of	 government	
spending,	often	to	the	detriment	of	future	
economic	 growth.	 Policies	 aimed	 at	
liberalisation,	 stabilisation,	 deregulation,	
and	privatisation	can	sharply	reduce	rent-
seeking	 and	 corruption	 opportunities	
(Mauro	et	al.,	2019).	

Every	 year,	 over	 US$1	 trillion	 is	
paid	in	bribes	around	the	world,	enriching	
the	corrupt	and	robbing	generations	of	the	
future.	Corruption	is	a	global	problem	that	
affects	 all	 countries,	 and	 no	 state	 is	
immune	to	it,	regardless	of	its	economic	or	
social	 development	 level.	 The	 forms	 and	
intensity	 of	 corruption	might	 differ	 from	
country	 to	 country,	 but	 it	 is	 a	 fact	 that	
corruption	 exists	 everywhere	 (Sajdik,	
2012).	 The	 United	 Nations	 Convention	

against	Corruption	provides	a	global	legal	
framework	 to	 fight	 corruption.	 This	
international	instrument	has	been	ratified	
by	 37	 countries	 and	 signed	 by	 137.	 Civil	
society	and	the	private	sector	should	join	
governments	 in	 taking	 a	 stand	 against	
corruption.	NGOs	can	make	a	difference	by	
raising	 public	 awareness,	 lobbying	 to	
introduce	effective	reforms,	and	exposing	
the	wrongdoings	of	financial	and	political	
leaders.	The	private	sector	must	also	curb	
corruption	within	its	ranks	(UNODC,	n.d.).	
Corruption	is	a	complex	issue	requiring	all	
stakeholders	to	determine	and	deliberate	
action.	 Governments,	 the	 private	 sector,	
and	 civil	 society	 can	 play	 a	 key	 role	 in	
fighting	corruption.	Enhancing	a	culture	of	
transparency,	integrity,	and	accountability	
is	 essential	 to	 preventing	 corruption	 and	
promoting	 human	 development	 (IBRD-
IDA,	2023;	Sajdik,	2012).	

	

	
Figure	1.	Corruption	Perception	Index	

2022	(Rubio,	2022)	
	
Based	 on	 their	 assessments	 of	

public	 sector	 corruption,	 experts	 and	
corporations	 evaluated	 180	 nations	 and	
territories	 on	 the	 Corruption	 Perception	
Index	(CPI)	(Rubio,	2022).	

The	2022	CPI,	which	 looks	at	how	
violence	and	corruption	affect	the	world	at	
large,	 goes	 into	 great	 detail	 about	 the	
relationship	 between	 war,	 security,	 and	
corruption.	This	year's	report	will	carry	on	
the	 comparison	of	 corruption	 levels	over	
time,	 highlighting	 the	 nations	 that	 are	
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growing,	 shrinking,	 or	 staying	 the	 same	
(Rubio,	2022).	

Political	corruption,	a	phenomenon	
dating	back	to	ancient	civilizations	like	the	
Roman	Empire	and	China's	dynasties,	can	
take	 various	 forms,	 such	 as	 bribery,	
lobbying,	extortion,	and	embezzlement.	It	
can	 facilitate	 criminal	 activities	 like	 drug	
trafficking	 and	 money	 laundering.	
Corruption	 undermines	 democracy,	
undermines	 policymaking,	 and	 weakens	
economic	 growth.	 Policies	 aimed	 at	
liberalisation,	 stabilisation,	 deregulation,	
and	 privatisation	 can	 help	 reduce	
corruption	opportunities.	The	fight	against	
corruption	 requires	 action	 from	
governments,	the	private	sector,	and	civil	
society,	 promoting	 transparency,	
integrity,	 and	 accountability	 (Dell’Anno,	
2020).	

During	 the	 Industrial	 Age,	
corruption	 surged	 due	 to	 rapid	
urbanisation	 and	 corporate	 and	 political	
interests	 intermingling.	Tammany	Hall	 in	
New	 York	 is	 a	 notorious	 example	 of	 this	
era,	 where	 machine	 politics	 and	 bribery	
were	 rampant.	 Tammany	 Hall	 was	 a	
political	machine	 that	 ran	New	York	City	
through	a	political	patronage	system,	and	
it	 was	 the	 epitome	 of	 corrupt	 politics	
(McNamara,	 2019).	 Tammany	 Hall	
dominated	New	York	City	politics	during	
the	 19th	 century	 and	 became	 corrupt	 as	
political	bosses	operated	from	behind	the	
scenes,	 though	 not	 public	 office	 holders.	
The	first	"boss"	of	Tammany	was	William	
Tweed,	 and	 his	 circle	 of	 close	 associates	
was	known	as	"The	Tweed	Ring."	The	Ring	
engaged	 in	 spectacular	 graft	 from	 1850	
until	 "Boss"	 Tweed	was	 overthrown	 and	
convicted	on	corruption	charges	in	1873.	

Although	 Boss	 Tweed	 and	
Tammany	Hall	engaged	in	corrupt	politics,	
they	 undoubtedly	 helped	 the	 immigrants	
and	 poor	 of	 the	 city	 in	 many	 ways.	
Thousands	 of	 recent	 immigrants	 in	 New	

York	 were	 naturalized	 as	 American	
citizens,	 and	 adult	 men	 had	 the	 right	 to	
vote.	 Because	 New	 York	 City,	 like	 other	
major	 urban	 areas,	 often	 lacked	 basic	
services,	 the	 Tweed	 Ring	 provided	 these	
for	 the	 price	 of	 a	 vote	 or	 several	 votes.	
Political	 machines	 corruptly	 ran	 several	
major	cities	throughout	the	United	States,	
particularly	in	the	Northeast	and	Midwest,	
where	millions	of	immigrants	had	settled.	
The	 machines	 may	 have	 provided	
essential	services	for	immigrants,	but	their	
corruption	 destroyed	 good	 government	
and	civil	society	by	undermining	the	rule	
of	law	(McNamara,	2019).	

Shifting	 the	 focus	 to	 a	 global	
context,	 political	 corruption	 is	 not	
confined	 to	 any	 single	 region	 or	
developmental	 stage.	 Whether	 in	
developing	 nations	 grappling	 with	
institution-building	 or	 developed	
countries	 boasting	 mature	 institutions,	
corruption	has	found	its	way.	For	instance,	
Transparency	 International's	 Corruption	
Perceptions	 Index	 (Transparency,	 2020)	
indicates	 that	 no	 country	 is	 entirely	 free	
from	 corruption.	 Scandinavian	 countries,	
often	 hailed	 for	 transparent	 governance,	
still	 face	 occasional	 scandals,	 proving	
corruption's	insidious	nature.	

Political	 corruption	 is	a	 significant	
challenge	 for	 developing	 nations,	
especially	 in	 Sub-Saharan	 Africa	 and	
Central	Asia.	It	often	intertwines	with	the	
weak	 rule	 of	 law,	 limited	 political	
freedoms,	 and	 economic	 disparities,	
leading	 to	 stunted	 economic	 growth,	
perpetuated	 poverty,	 and	 eroded	 public	
trust	in	governance	structures.	Corruption	
discourages	 investment,	 limits	 economic	
growth,	 and	 alters	 government	 spending	
composition,	 often	 resulting	 in	 adverse	
budgetary	consequences.	 It	also	 infringes	
on	the	rule	of	law,	causing	a	monopoly	of	
the	 state	 and	 intensifying	 the	 misuse	 of	
power.	
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Corruption	 undermines	 human	
development,	 impacts	 progress,	 and	
undermines	 the	 achievement	 of	 the	
Millennium	 Development	 Goals.	 It	
disproportionately	impacts	the	exercise	of	
human	 rights,	 particularly	 among	
marginalised	groups,	and	affects	access	to	
basic	services.	The	fight	against	corruption	
requires	 deliberate	 action	 from	
governments,	the	private	sector,	and	civil	
society,	 promoting	 a	 culture	 of	
transparency,	integrity,	and	accountability	
(Mirzazadeh,	2021).	

Political	 corruption,	 which	 abuses	
public	power	for	private	gain,	undermines	
democratic	 principles	 and	 sustainable	
development.	 Despite	 efforts	 by	
governments,	 civil	 societies,	 and	
international	 organisations,	 it	 remains	 a	
pervasive	 issue.	 It	 manifests	 in	 various	
forms,	 like	 bribery,	 nepotism,	 patronage,	
and	embezzlement,	eroding	the	rule	of	law	
and	 public	 service	 delivery.	 A	
comprehensive	 understanding	 of	 the	
causes	 and	 mechanisms	 of	 corruption	 is	
needed,	and	a	global	approach	is	needed	to	
develop	sustainable	solutions.	

The	 primary	 objective	 of	 this	
research	 is	 to	 critically	 analyse	 the	
phenomenon	 of	 political	 corruption,	
understand	 its	 underlying	 causes	 and	
mechanisms,	and	propose	comprehensive	
strategies	 to	 combat	 it	 effectively.	 By	
adopting	 a	 holistic	 approach,	 the	 study	
aims	 to	 shed	 light	 on	 the	 various	
dimensions	 of	 political	 corruption,	
drawing	 insights	 from	 different	
geographical	and	institutional	contexts	to	
provide	 a	 nuanced	 understanding	 of	 the	
issue.	The	research	also	seeks	to	assess	the	
efficacy	 of	 existing	 anti-corruption	
measures,	 identifying	 best	 practices	 and	
areas	 for	 improvement.	 Ultimately,	 the	
goal	 is	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	 ongoing	
discourse	 on	 combating	 political	
corruption,	 providing	 policymakers,	

practitioners,	 and	 scholars	with	 valuable	
knowledge	 and	 tools	 to	 address	 this	
persistent	challenge.	

To	 achieve	 the	 research	 objective,	
the	 study	 will	 address	 the	 following	
research	questions:	

1. What	 are	 political	 corruption's	
different	forms	and	manifestations,	
and	 how	 do	 they	 vary	 across	
different	contexts?	

2. What	are	the	underlying	causes	and	
enabling	 factors	 of	 political	
corruption?	

3. How	 does	 political	 corruption	
impact	 governance,	 economic	
development,	and	social	equity?	

4. What	 strategies	 have	 been	
employed	 to	 combat	 political	
corruption,	and	how	effective	have	
they	been?	

5. What	 are	 the	 best	 practices	 and	
innovative	 approaches	 to	
combating	political	corruption?	

6. How	 can	 existing	 anti-corruption	
measures	 be	 improved,	 and	 what	
additional	 strategies	 can	 be	
employed	 to	 combat	 political	
corruption	more	effectively?	
By	 addressing	 these	 research	

questions,	 the	 study	 endeavours	 to	
contribute	 to	 a	 comprehensive	 and	
nuanced	 understanding	 of	 political	
corruption	 and	 to	 identify	 effective	
strategies	 to	 combat	 it,	 ultimately	
fostering	 a	 more	 just,	 transparent,	 and	
accountable	global	society.	

This	 research	 examines	 political	
corruption,	 highlighting	 its	 impact	 on	
democratic	 processes,	 governance,	 and	
trust	in	public	institutions.	It	highlights	its	
role	 in	 economic	 development,	 causing	
investment	 discouragement	 and	 income	
inequality.	 Corruption	 erodes	 social	
equity,	 leading	 to	 social	 divides	 and	
potential	civil	unrest.	The	study	evaluates	
anti-corruption	 strategies,	 offering	
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insights	 for	 future	 interventions	and	best	
practices.	 It	 calls	 for	 global	 action	 to	
combat	 corruption	 for	 a	 more	 equitable	
future.	
	
Method	

	Political	 corruption	 remains	 a	
persistent	 challenge	 worldwide,	
undermining	 democratic	 principles,	
sustainable	development,	and	public	trust	
in	 institutions.	 Addressing	 this	 issue	
effectively	 requires	 a	 comprehensive	
understanding	of	its	various	forms,	causes,	
impacts,	 strategies,	 best	 practices,	 and	
potential	 improvements	 in	 anti-
corruption	measures.	In	this	essay,	we	will	
explore	how	qualitative	research	methods	
using	 secondary	 data,	 as	 outlined	 by	
Creswell,	 can	be	applied	 to	analyse	 these	
aspects	 of	 political	 corruption	 in	 the	
research	 context	 of	 "Political	 Corruption	
and	How	to	Combat	It."	

Qualitative	 research	 methods	 are	
well-suited	 for	 delving	 into	 complex	 and	
nuanced	 phenomena	 like	 political	
corruption.	 Using	 secondary	 data,	
researchers	 can	 draw	 upon	 existing	
sources	 of	 information,	 such	 as	 reports,	
case	 studies,	 interviews,	 and	 archival	
records,	 to	 gain	 insights	 into	 the	
multifaceted	nature	of	political	corruption	
and	its	countermeasures.	

To	 answer	 the	 first	 research	
question	 on	 the	 different	 forms	 and	
manifestations	of	political	corruption	and	
their	 variations	 across	 contexts,	
qualitative	 research	 can	 involve	 content	
analysis	 of	 existing	 literature,	 media	
reports,	and	case	studies.	Researchers	can	
examine	 historical	 examples,	 cross-
country	comparisons,	and	context-specific	
instances	 of	 corruption	 to	 identify	
commonalities	and	differences.	

Qualitative	 research	 using	
secondary	data	can	delve	into	the	second	
research	 question	 by	 analysing	 existing	

theories,	expert	opinions,	and	case	studies	
to	 identify	 the	 underlying	 causes	 and	
enabling	 factors	 of	 political	 corruption.	
This	 may	 involve	 exploring	 socio-
economic,	 cultural,	 and	 institutional	
factors	 contributing	 to	 corruption	 in	
diverse	settings.	

To	 address	 the	 third	 research	
question	 on	 the	 impact	 of	 political	
corruption	 on	 governance,	 economic	
development,	 and	 social	 equity,	
researchers	 can	 review	 and	 synthesise	
existing	 empirical	 studies,	 reports,	 and	
expert	 analyses.	 Qualitative	methods	 can	
help	uncover	 the	nuanced	ways	 in	which	
corruption	influences	governance	quality,	
economic	growth,	and	social	justice.	

Qualitative	 research	 can	 evaluate	
strategies	 employed	 to	 combat	 political	
corruption	and	their	effectiveness,	as	per	
the	fourth	research	question.	Researchers	
can	 analyse	 case	 studies,	 policy	
evaluations,	and	expert	opinions	to	assess	
the	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	different	
anti-corruption	 measures	 and	 identify	
factors	 contributing	 to	 their	 success	 or	
failure.	

To	 explore	 the	 fifth	 research	
question	 regarding	 best	 practices	 and	
innovative	 approaches	 to	 combating	
political	 corruption,	 researchers	 can	
conduct	 a	 systematic	 review	 of	 the	
literature,	looking	for	successful	strategies	
and	innovative	initiatives	implemented	in	
various	 contexts.	Qualitative	 analysis	 can	
highlight	 lessons	 learned	 and	 novel	
solutions.	

Qualitative	research	methods	using	
secondary	 data	 can	 address	 the	 final	
research	 question	 by	 reviewing	 and	
synthesising	 existing	 recommendations	
and	 policy	 evaluations.	 Researchers	 can	
identify	 areas	 for	 improvement	 in	 anti-
corruption	 measures	 and	 explore	 novel	
strategies	 based	 on	 real-world	
experiences.	



I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I 

Journal	of	Governance	Volume	8,	Issue	4,	December	2023	

 568 

Qualitative	 research	 using	
secondary	data	is	a	valuable	approach	for	
investigating	 the	 complex	 problem	 of	
political	 corruption	 and	 its	
countermeasures.	 By	 analysing	 existing	
sources	 of	 information,	 researchers	 can	
gain	 insights	 into	the	different	 forms	and	
manifestations	 of	 corruption,	 its	
underlying	causes,	impacts	on	governance	
and	 development,	 the	 effectiveness	 of	
existing	 strategies,	 best	 practices,	 and	
ways	to	enhance	anti-corruption	efforts.	In	
the	 context	 of	 "Political	 Corruption	 and	
How	to	Combat	It,"	this	research	approach	
can	 contribute	 to	 a	 comprehensive	 and	
nuanced	 understanding	 of	 the	 issue,	
offering	 valuable	 guidance	 for	
policymakers,	 practitioners,	 and	 scholars	
working	 to	address	 this	persistent	global	
challenge.	

	
Result	and	Discussion	
Exploring	 the	 Diverse	 Forms	 and	
Manifestations	of	Political	Corruption	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	
multifaceted	 phenomenon	 that	 presents	
itself	in	various	forms	and	manifestations	
across	 different	 contexts.	 Understanding	
the	 diversity	 of	 these	 manifestations	 is	
crucial	 for	 effective	 anti-corruption	
efforts.	 This	 section	 will	 present	
arguments	on	the	importance	of	exploring	
the	 diverse	 forms	 and	 manifestations	 of	
political	corruption.	

Recognising	 the	 Complexity	 of	
Political	 Corruption	 (Mungiu-Pippidi,	
2006):	 Political	 corruption	 is	 not	 a	
monolithic	 concept;	 rather,	 it	
encompasses	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 activities,	
from	 bribery	 and	 embezzlement	 to	
nepotism	 and	 patronage.	 To	
comprehensively	address	corruption,	it	is	
essential	to	recognise	and	understand	the	
complex	nature	of	these	manifestations.	

Tailoring	 Anti-Corruption	
Strategies	 (Doig	 &	 Theobald,	 2000):	

Different	forms	of	political	corruption	may	
require	different	strategies	for	mitigation.	
For	 instance,	 strategies	 aimed	 at	
preventing	embezzlement	may	differ	from	
those	 designed	 to	 combat	 bribery.	 An	
exploration	of	diverse	forms	allows	for	the	
tailoring	 of	 anti-corruption	 measures	 to	
specific	circumstances.	

Contextual	 Sensitivity	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 The	 manifestations	 of	
political	 corruption	can	vary	significantly	
across	different	geographical,	cultural,	and	
institutional	 contexts.	 What	 constitutes	
corrupt	behaviour	in	one	context	may	not	
be	 the	 same	 in	 another.	 Understanding	
these	contextual	variations	is	essential	for	
crafting	effective	interventions.	

Identifying	 Commonalities	
(Klitgaard,	1988):	Despite	the	diversity	of	
corruption	 manifestations,	 there	 may	 be	
common	 underlying	 mechanisms	 and	
factors	 that	 drive	 corrupt	 behavior.	
Exploring	 these	 diverse	 forms	 can	 help	
identify	 such	 commonalities,	 which	 can	
serve	 as	 entry	 points	 for	 anti-corruption	
strategies.	

Measuring	Progress	(Transparency	
International,	 2021):	 To	 assess	 the	
progress	 in	 anti-corruption	 efforts,	 it	 is	
essential	 to	 have	 a	 comprehensive	
understanding	 of	 the	 various	 forms	 of	
corruption.	 Monitoring	 changes	 in	
corruption	 manifestations	 over	 time	
provides	 valuable	 insights	 into	 the	
effectiveness	of	measures	taken	to	combat	
corruption.	

Promoting	 Transparency	 and	
Accountability	(Jain,	2001):	Transparency	
and	accountability	mechanisms	should	be	
tailored	 to	 address	 specific	 forms	 of	
corruption.	 A	 nuanced	 understanding	 of	
diverse	 manifestations	 can	 guide	 the	
development	 of	 accountability	 systems	
that	 are	 better	 suited	 to	 the	 challenges	
presented	by	different	types	of	corruption.	
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Preventing	 Adaptation	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 Corrupt	 actors	 are	
known	 to	 adapt	 to	 anti-corruption	
measures.	An	exploration	of	diverse	forms	
can	help	anticipate	these	adaptations	and	
develop	 proactive	 strategies	 to	 counter	
them	effectively.	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 complex	
and	 multifaceted	 phenomenon	 that	 can	
take	 many	 forms	 and	 occur	 in	 different	
contexts.	Corruption	can	be	defined	as	the	
abuse	of	entrusted	power	for	private	gain	
(Transparency	 International,	 n.d.).	 The	
following	are	some	of	the	different	forms	
and	manifestations	of	political	corruption:	

Bribery	 involves	 offering	 or	
receiving	 money	 or	 other	 benefits	 in	
exchange	 for	a	 favour	or	 service.	Bribery	
can	 occur	 in	 various	 contexts,	 such	 as	
business,	 government,	 and	 the	 courts	
(Transparency	International,	n.d.).	

Embezzlement:	 This	 refers	 to	 the	
theft	 or	 misappropriation	 of	 funds	 or	
assets	by	a	person	who	has	been	entrusted	
with	them.	Embezzlement	can	occur	in	the	
public	and	private	sectors	(UNODC,	2023).	

Illicit	 enrichment	 involves	
acquiring	wealth	or	assets	through	illegal	
means,	 such	as	 embezzlement	or	bribery	
(UNODC,	2023).	

Trading	in	influence	refers	to	using	
one's	 position	 or	 connections	 to	 gain	 an	
advantage	or	influence	a	decision-making	
process.	Trading	in	influence	can	occur	in	
various	 contexts,	 such	 as	 politics	 and	
business	(UNODC,	2023)	

Abuse	 of	 power:	 This	 involves	
using	one's	position	or	authority	to	benefit	
oneself	 or	 others	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 the	
public	 interest.	 Abuse	 of	 power	 can	 take	
many	forms,	such	as	nepotism,	cronyism,	
and	patronage	(Dela	Rama	et	al.,	2022).	

Misuse	of	government	power:	This	
involves	the	use	of	government	power	for	
purposes	other	than	those	for	which	it	was	
intended,	 such	 as	 repression	 of	 political	

opponents	and	police	brutality	(Dela	Rama	
et	al.,	2022).	

Forms	 of	 corruption	 can	 vary	
across	 different	 contexts.	 For	 example,	
corruption	 schemes	 in	 the	 areas	 of	
security	 and	 defence	 may	 include	
patronage	 and	 bribes	 to	 secure	 the	
purchase	 of	 military	 equipment	 from	 a	
particular	 company.	At	 the	 same	 time,	 in	
the	health	sector,	it	may	refer	to	kickbacks	
that	patients	have	to	pay	to	their	doctors	
or	 abuse	 of	 healthcare	 funds	 by	 public	
officials	 and	 doctors	 (UNODC,	 2023).	
Corruption	 can	also	be	 episodic	 (a	 single	
act	of	corruption)	or	systemic	(a	pervasive	
pattern	of	corrupt	activities	and	practices	
over	time)	(UNODC,	2023).	

The	 impact	 of	 corruption	 in	 the	
public	 sector	 is	 determined	 by	 its	
frequency	 and	 reach.	 Public	 sector	
corruption	adds	substantially	to	the	costs	
of	public	goods	and	services,	 leads	to	the	
misallocation	 of	 public	 resources,	
weakens	 policymaking	 and	
implementation,	 and	 destroys	 public	
confidence	 in	 the	 government	 (UNODC,	
2023).	Corruption	undermines	democracy	
and	good	governance	by	 flouting	or	even	
subverting	 formal	 processes.	 Corruption	
in	 elections	 and	 the	 legislature	 reduces	
accountability	and	distorts	representation	
in	 policymaking;	 corruption	 in	 the	
judiciary	compromises	the	rule	of	law;	and	
corruption	 in	 public	 administration	
results	 in	 the	 inefficient	 provision	 of	
services	(Dela	Rama	et	al.,	2022).	
	
Unravelling	the	Underlying	Causes	and	
Enabling	Factors	of	Political	Corruption	

Understanding	 the	 underlying	
causes	 and	 enabling	 factors	 of	 political	
corruption	 is	 essential	 for	 developing	
effective	 strategies	 to	 combat	 this	
pervasive	 issue.	 This	 section	 presents	
arguments	on	the	significance	of	exploring	
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the	 root	 causes	 and	 enabling	 factors	 of	
political	corruption.	

Addressing	 Root	 Causes	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 Political	 corruption	
often	 stems	 from	 deep-rooted	 systemic	
issues,	 such	 as	 weak	 institutions,	
inadequate	 legal	 frameworks,	 and	 socio-
economic	 disparities.	 Identifying	 these	
root	 causes	 is	 crucial	 to	 implementing	
lasting	reforms	that	target	the	very	origins	
of	corruption.	

Tailoring	 Prevention	 Measures	
(Lambsdorff,	2007):	Different	 causes	and	
enabling	factors	may	lead	to	corruption	in	
distinct	ways.	By	unravelling	these	factors,	
policymakers	 can	 tailor	 prevention	
measures	 to	 specific	 circumstances,	
increasing	their	effectiveness	in	mitigating	
corruption.	

Promoting	 Proactive	 Prevention	
(Mauro,	 1998):	 An	 understanding	 of	 the	
causes	and	enabling	factors	of	corruption	
allows	for	proactive	prevention	efforts.	By	
addressing	 these	 root	 causes,	
governments	and	organisations	can	create	
conditions	 less	 conducive	 to	 corrupt	
behaviour.	

Fostering	 Accountability	
(Treisman,	 2000):	 Accountability	
mechanisms	 can	 be	 strengthened	 by	
targeting	the	specific	enabling	factors	that	
allow	 corruption	 to	 thrive.	 Unravelling	
these	 factors	 helps	 identify	 areas	 where	
increased	transparency	and	oversight	are	
most	needed.	

Supporting	 Evidence-Based	
Policymaking	 (Heeks,	 2011):	 Effective	
anti-corruption	 policies	 should	 be	
evidence-based.	An	analysis	of	causes	and	
enabling	 factors	 provides	 empirical	 data	
that	 can	 guide	 policymakers	 in	 crafting	
targeted	and	well-informed	interventions.	

Understanding	 Systemic	
Vulnerabilities	 (Ades	 &	 Di	 Tella,	 1999):	
Corruption	is	often	a	symptom	of	broader	
systemic	 vulnerabilities.	 By	 identifying	

and	 addressing	 these	 vulnerabilities,	
societies	 can	 reduce	 the	 propensity	 for	
corrupt	practices	to	take	hold.	

Preventing	 Recurrence	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 Understanding	 the	
underlying	causes	of	corruption	is	vital	to	
preventing	 its	 recurrence.	 Policies	 and	
reforms	 that	 solely	 target	 the	 surface	
manifestations	 of	 corruption	 may	 be	
insufficient	 if	 the	 root	 causes	 remain	
unaddressed.	

Enhancing	 International	
Cooperation	 (Organisation	 for	 Economic	
Co-operation	 and	 Development	 (OECD),	
2009):	 In	 the	 context	 of	 international	
corruption,	understanding	the	causes	and	
enabling	 factors	 is	 critical	 for	 fostering	
international	 cooperation	 and	
harmonising	 anti-corruption	 efforts	
among	nations.	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 complex	
phenomenon	 with	 various	 underlying	
causes	and	enabling	factors.	The	following	
are	 some	 of	 the	 causes	 and	 enabling	
factors	of	political	corruption:	

Weak	 institutional	 frameworks:	
Corruption	 is	 more	 likely	 to	 occur	 in	
societies	 with	 weak	 institutional	
frameworks,	 such	 as	 those	 with	 few	
established	 institutions	 and	 social	 norms	
(Nguyen	 et	 al.,	 2020).	 In	 such	 societies,	
there	may	be	a	lack	of	accountability	and	
transparency,	 which	 can	 create	
opportunities	for	corruption.	

Rapid	 social	 and	 economic	
modernization:	Corruption	can	come	with	
rapid	social	and	economic	modernization	
(Nguyen	 et	 al.,	 2020).	 This	 is	 because	
modernization	 can	 create	 new	
opportunities	 for	 corruption,	 such	 as	
emerging	 industries	 and	 expanding	
government	services.	

Lack	 of	 political	 will:	 Corruption	
can	persist	when	there	is	a	lack	of	political	
will	 to	 combat	 it	 (Ibodullaevich	 &	 Kizi,	
2021).	 This	 can	 occur	 when	 political	
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leaders	 are	 corrupt	 or	 unwilling	 to	 act	
against	 corruption	 for	 fear	 of	 losing	
political	support.	

Culture	 of	 impunity:	 Corruption	
can	thrive	in	a	culture	of	impunity,	where	
those	who	engage	in	corrupt	practices	are	
not	 held	 accountable	 for	 their	 actions	
(Stanislav	&	Alina,	2019).	This	can	create	a	
sense	 of	 entitlement	 among	 those	 who	
hold	positions	of	 power,	 leading	 to	more	
corruption.	

Lack	 of	 transparency	 and	
accountability:	Corruption	can	occur	when	
there	 is	 a	 lack	 of	 transparency	 and	
accountability	 in	government	 institutions	
(Johnston,	 2017).	 This	 can	 create	
opportunities	 for	 officials	 to	 engage	 in	
corrupt	 practices	 without	 fear	 of	 being	
caught.	

Poverty	and	inequality:	Corruption	
can	 be	 more	 prevalent	 in	 societies	 with	
high	 levels	 of	 poverty	 and	 inequality	
(Khelil	 et	 al.,	 2022).	 This	 is	 because	
poverty	and	inequality	can	create	a	sense	
of	 desperation	 among	 people,	 leading	
them	 to	 engage	 in	 corrupt	 practices	 to	
survive.	

Political	instability:	Corruption	can	
be	more	 prevalent	 in	 politically	 unstable	
societies	(Johnston,	2017).	This	is	because	
political	 instability	 can	 create	
opportunities	 for	 corrupt	 officials	 to	
exploit	the	situation	for	personal	gain.	
	
Assessing	 the	 Impacts	 of	 Political	
Corruption	 on	 Governance,	 Economic	
Development,	and	Social	Equity	

Evaluating	 the	 impacts	 of	 political	
corruption	 on	 governance,	 economic	
development,	and	social	equity	is	essential	
for	 understanding	 the	 far-reaching	
consequences	of	this	pervasive	issue.	This	
section	 presents	 arguments	 on	 the	
significance	of	assessing	these	impacts.	

Highlighting	 Governance	 Erosion	
(Klitgaard,	 1988):	 Political	 corruption	

erodes	 the	 foundations	 of	 good	
governance,	 undermining	 transparency,	
accountability,	 and	 the	 rule	 of	 law.	
Assessing	these	impacts	reveals	the	extent	
to	 which	 corruption	 weakens	 the	
effectiveness	of	governance	institutions.	

Quantifying	 Economic	 Losses	
(Mauro,	 1995):	 Corruption	 can	 lead	 to	
significant	 economic	 losses	 due	 to	 the	
misallocation	 of	 resources,	 reduced	
investment,	 and	 distorted	 market	
competition.	 Assessing	 these	 economic	
impacts	 provides	 a	 compelling	 case	 for	
anti-corruption	efforts.	

Identifying	 Development	 Barriers	
(World	 Bank,	 2017):	 Political	 corruption	
can	 act	 as	 a	 barrier	 to	 economic	
development	 by	 discouraging	 foreign	
direct	 investment,	 hindering	
infrastructure	development,	and	impeding	
poverty	 reduction	 efforts.	 Understanding	
these	 impacts	 informs	 development	
strategies.	

Uncovering	 Inequities	 (Treisman,	
2000):	 Corruption	 exacerbates	 income	
inequality	 and	 disproportionately	 affects	
marginalised	populations.	Assessing	these	
social	 equity	 impacts	 highlights	 the	
injustices	 perpetuated	by	 corruption	 and	
underscores	 the	 need	 for	 equity-focused	
policies.	

Fostering	 Accountability	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	1999):	Assessing	the	impacts	of	
corruption	on	governance	can	help	design	
and	 strengthen	 accountability	
mechanisms	 that	 hold	 corrupt	 actors	
responsible	 for	 their	 actions,	 thereby	
promoting	transparency	and	integrity.	

Informing	 Economic	 Policies	
(Mauro,	 1998):	 Understanding	 the	
economic	 consequences	 of	 corruption	
informs	 economic	 policies	 aimed	 at	
reducing	 corruption	 and	 fostering	
sustainable	economic	growth.	

Advancing	 Social	 Justice	 (Jain,	
2001):	 Assessing	 the	 impacts	 of	
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corruption	on	social	equity	is	essential	for	
advancing	 social	 justice	 by	 identifying	
disadvantaged	 groups	 and	 developing	
policies	that	address	their	specific	needs.	

Demonstrating	Costs	(Gheorghiu	et	
al.,	 2021):	 Quantifying	 the	 costs	 of	
corruption	 provides	 compelling	 evidence	
for	 policymakers	 and	 the	 public	 of	 the	
negative	 impacts	 on	 governance,	
economic	development,	and	social	equity,	
thus	 galvanising	 support	 for	 anti-
corruption	efforts.	

Political	 corruption	 significantly	
impacts	 governance,	 economic	
development,	 and	 social	 equity.	 The	
following	 are	 some	 of	 the	 impacts	 of	
political	corruption:	

Decreased	 quality	 of	 goods	 and	
services:	Corruption	can	lead	to	a	decrease	
in	the	quality	of	goods	and	services	offered	
by	the	public	and	private	sectors	(UNODC,	
2023).	 This	 is	 because	 corrupt	 officials	
may	 prioritise	 their	 personal	 interests	
over	 the	 public's,	 decreasing	 service	
quality.	

Increased	 inequality:	 Corruption	
can	 increase	 income	 inequality	 and	
poverty	 through	 lower	economic	growth,	
biassed	tax	systems	favouring	the	rich	and	
well-connected,	 and	 poor	 targeting	 of	
social	 spending	 (IMF,	 1998).	 This	 is	
because	 corruption	 can	 divert	 resources	
from	 the	public	 interest	 and	 towards	 the	
interests	 of	 corrupt	 officials	 and	 their	
associates.	

Undermined	effectiveness	of	social	
welfare	 programmes:	 Corruption	 can	
undermine	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 social	
welfare	 programmes,	 leading	 to	 lower	
levels	 of	 human	 development	 (Chêne,	
2014).	 This	 is	 because	 corrupt	 officials	
may	divert	 resources	 from	social	welfare	
programmes,	 decreasing	 the	 quality	 and	
quantity	of	services	provided.	

Reduced	 economic	 growth:	
Corruption	can	hurt	economic	growth	and	

development	 by	 affecting	 many	 factors	
that	 fuel	 economic	 growth,	 such	 as	
investment,	 taxation,	 and	 the	 level,	
composition,	 and	 effectiveness	 of	 public	
expenditure	 (Chêne,	 2014;	 Mauro	 et	 al.,	
2019).	Corruption	can	act	as	an	inefficient	
tax	 on	 businesses,	 ultimately	 raising	
production	 costs	 and	 reducing	 the	
profitability	of	investments	(Chêne,	2014).	
Corruption	 may	 also	 decrease	 the	
productivity	 of	 investments	 by	 reducing	
the	 quality	 of	 resources,	 such	 as	 by	
undermining	 the	 quality	 and	 quantity	 of	
health	 and	 education	 services	 (Chêne,	
2014).	

Decreased	 trust	 in	 leaders	 and	
institutions:	 Corruption	 can	 lead	 to	 a	
decrease	 in	 trust	 in	 leaders,	 institutions,	
and	 society	 as	 a	 whole	 (UNODC,	 2023).	
This	 is	 because	 corruption	 can	 create	 a	
sense	 of	 disillusionment	 among	 citizens,	
leading	them	to	lose	faith	in	the	ability	of	
their	leaders	and	institutions	to	act	in	the	
public	interest.	

Undermined	 democracy	 and	 good	
governance:	 Corruption	 undermines	
democracy	 and	 good	 governance	 by	
flouting	 or	 even	 subverting	 formal	
processes.	Corruption	in	elections	and	the	
legislature	 reduces	 accountability	 and	
distorts	 representation	 in	 policymaking;	
corruption	 in	 the	 judiciary	 compromises	
the	 rule	 of	 law;	 and	 corruption	 in	 public	
administration	 results	 in	 the	 inefficient	
provision	of	services	(IMF,	1998).	
	
Examining	 Strategies	 Employed	 to	
Combat	Political	Corruption	

Analyzing	 the	 strategies	 that	 have	
been	 employed	 to	 combat	 political	
corruption	 and	 assessing	 their	
effectiveness	 is	 crucial	 for	 refining	 anti-
corruption	 efforts.	 This	 section	 presents	
arguments	 on	 the	 significance	 of	
examining	these	strategies.	
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Learning	 from	 Historical	
Experience	(Jain,	2001):	The	examination	
of	 past	 strategies	 provides	 valuable	
lessons	 from	 historical	 successes	 and	
failures	 in	 the	 fight	 against	 corruption.	
These	insights	can	guide	the	development	
of	more	effective	contemporary	strategies.	

Enhancing	 Accountability	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 The	 scrutiny	 of	
strategies	 used	 to	 combat	 corruption	
contributes	 to	 strengthening	
accountability	mechanisms.	By	identifying	
successful	 strategies	 and	 areas	 for	
improvement,	 accountability	 in	 anti-
corruption	efforts	can	be	enhanced.	

Ensuring	 Resource	 Efficiency	
(Klitgaard,	 1988):	 An	 examination	 of	
existing	strategies	ensures	that	resources	
are	 used	 efficiently	 by	 identifying	 which	
approaches	 yield	 the	 best	 results.	 This	
optimization	 is	 particularly	 critical	when	
addressing	 corruption,	 as	 resources	may	
be	limited.	

Informing	 Policy	 Design	 (Mauro,	
1995):	 Understanding	 the	 strategies	 that	
have	 worked	 or	 failed	 can	 inform	 the	
design	 of	 evidence-based	 policies	 and	
reforms	 aimed	 at	 combating	 political	
corruption.	

Benchmarking	 Progress	
(Gheorghiu	 et	 al.,	 2021):	 Examining	 the	
strategies	 employed	 allows	 for	
benchmarking	progress	in	anti-corruption	
efforts.	 It	 provides	 a	 basis	 for	measuring	
success	 and	 identifying	 areas	 where	
further	improvement	is	needed.	

Tailoring	 Interventions	
(Lambsdorff,	 2007):	 Different	 strategies	
may	be	more	effective	in	specific	contexts	
or	against	certain	types	of	corruption.	An	
examination	 of	 strategies	 helps	 tailor	
interventions	 to	 suit	 the	 particular	
circumstances	and	challenges	faced.	

Promoting	 Innovation	 (Heeks,	
2011):	 Identifying	 innovative	 strategies	
and	 approaches	 within	 the	 examination	

process	encourages	innovation	in	the	fight	
against	corruption.	Innovation	can	lead	to	
the	 development	 of	 more	 efficient	 and	
effective	anti-corruption	measures.	

Fostering	 Cross-National	
Cooperation	 (UNODC,	 2013):	 Sharing	
experiences	 regarding	 the	 strategies	
employed	 promotes	 international	
cooperation	and	collaboration	in	the	battle	
against	 corruption.	 Countries	 can	 learn	
from	 one	 another's	 successes	 and	
challenges.	

Meeting	 Sustainable	 Development	
Goals	 (UNDP,	 2015):	 Political	 corruption	
hinders	 progress	 towards	 sustainable	
development.	 Examining	 strategies	 used	
to	 combat	 corruption	 aligns	 with	 the	
Sustainable	Development	Goals	(SDGs)	by	
promoting	 accountable	 institutions	 and	
reducing	corruption's	negative	impacts.	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 complex	
phenomenon	that	requires	a	multifaceted	
approach	 to	 combat	 it.	 The	 following	are	
some	 of	 the	 strategies	 that	 have	 been	
employed	to	combat	political	corruption:	

Increasing	 transparency	 and	
accountability:	 Transparency	 and	
accountability	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption.	 Governments	 can	
increase	 transparency	 by	 making	 key	
government	 statistics	 open	 and	
transparent,	 enabling	 citizens	 to	 keep	up	
with	 important	 information	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	 2019).	 Accountability	 can	 be	
increased	 by	 strengthening	 the	 justice	
infrastructure	 and	 political	 will	 to	 hold	
those	 who	 transgress	 accountable	
(Okonjo-Iweala,	2019).	

Institution	 building:	 Building	
strong	institutions	is	essential	in	the	fight	
against	corruption.	This	involves	creating	
and	 strengthening	 institutions	 that	 are	
transparent,	accountable,	and	effective	 in	
delivering	 services	 to	 citizens	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	2019).	This	process	should	start	by	
making	 key	 government	 statistics	 open	



I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I I 

Journal	of	Governance	Volume	8,	Issue	4,	December	2023	

 574 

and	transparent,	enabling	citizens	to	keep	
up	 with	 important	 information	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	2019).	

Rewarding	 honesty	 and	 punishing	
corruption:	 A	 two-pronged	 strategy	 to	
increase	 the	 benefits	 of	 honesty	 and	 the	
costs	 of	 being	 corrupt	 can	 effectively	
combat	corruption	(Augusto	Lopez-Claros,	
2014).	 This	 involves	 rewarding	 honest	
behaviour	 and	 punishing	 corrupt	
behaviour,	incentivizing	individuals	to	act	
in	the	public	interest.	

International	 cooperation	 and	
partnerships:	 Corruption	 is	 increasingly	
transnational	 in	nature,	and	the	ability	of	
officials	of	individual	countries	to	prevent	
and	 pursue	 corruption	 must	 be	
complemented	 by	 regional	 and	 global	
efforts	and	measures	to	support	effective	
international	 cooperation	 and	
partnerships	 (U.S.	 Department	 of	 State,	
2023).	 This	 can	 include	 sharing	
information,	 coordinating	 investigations,	
and	harmonising	legal	frameworks.	

Curbing	 illicit	 finance:	 Curbing	
illicit	 finance	 is	 an	 important	 strategy	 in	
the	 fight	 against	 corruption	 (The	 White	
House,	 2021).	 This	 involves	 identifying	
and	 disrupting	 the	 flow	 of	 illicit	 funds,	
such	 as	 those	 obtained	 through	 bribery,	
money	 laundering,	 and	 other	 corrupt	
practices.	

Strengthening	 legal	 frameworks:	
Legal	 reforms	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption,	 but	 they	 are	
insufficient	 without	 the	 capacity	 to	
implement	 or	 enforce	 them	 (U.S.	
Department	of	State,	2023).	This	involves	
strengthening	 the	 capacity	 of	 law	
enforcement	 agencies	 to	 investigate,	
prosecute,	 and	 adjudicate	 corruption-
related	crimes.	

The	 effectiveness	 of	 these	
strategies	 can	 vary	 depending	 on	 the	
context	 in	which	 they	 are	 employed.	 For	
example,	in	Africa,	focusing	on	long-term,	

high-return	institution-building	activities,	
coupled	with	the	justice	infrastructure	and	
political	will	to	hold	those	who	transgress	
accountable,	has	been	found	to	be	effective	
in	 combating	 corruption	 (Okonjo-Iweala,	
2019).	The	United	States	has	also	recently	
released	 a	 strategy	 for	 countering	
corruption,	 which	 emphasises	 better	
understanding	 and	 responding	 to	 the	
threat’s	 transnational	 dimensions,	
including	 by	 taking	 additional	 steps	 to	
reduce	the	ability	of	corrupt	actors	to	use	
the	U.S.	(The	White	House,	2021).	
	
Exploring	 Best	 Practices	 and	
Innovative	 Approaches	 in	 Combating	
Political	Corruption	

Examining	 best	 practices	 and	
innovative	approaches	in	the	fight	against	
political	 corruption	 is	 crucial	 for	
developing	 effective	 and	 adaptable	 anti-
corruption	 strategies.	 This	 section	
presents	arguments	on	the	significance	of	
exploring	these	practices.	

Learning	 from	 Success	 Stories	
(Andvig	&	Fjeldstad,	2001):	Studying	best	
practices	 allows	 policymakers	 and	
practitioners	to	learn	from	successful	anti-
corruption	 initiatives	 in	various	contexts.	
Identifying	 and	 replicating	 successful	
strategies	 can	 significantly	 enhance	 the	
effectiveness	of	anti-corruption	efforts.	

Adapting	 to	 Changing	 Dynamics	
(World	 Bank,	 2017):	 Corruption	 is	 an	
evolving	 problem,	 with	 new	 challenges	
constantly	 emerging.	 Innovative	
approaches	 help	 adapt	 anti-corruption	
efforts	 to	 changing	 dynamics	 and	 exploit	
new	 opportunities	 to	 combat	 corruption	
effectively.	

Efficient	 Resource	 Allocation	
(Lambsdorff,	 2007):	 Exploring	 best	
practices	 and	 innovative	 approaches	
ensures	 that	 limited	 resources	 are	
allocated	 efficiently.	 By	 identifying	
strategies	that	have	proven	to	be	effective,	
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resources	 can	 be	 directed	 toward	
measures	 with	 a	 higher	 likelihood	 of	
success.	

Fostering	 Cross-National	 Learning	
(UNODC,	 2013):	 Sharing	 best	 practices	
and	 innovative	 approaches	 on	 a	 global	
scale	 promotes	 cross-national	 learning	
and	 collaboration	 in	 the	 fight	 against	
corruption.	 This	 enhances	 the	 collective	
effort	to	combat	a	global	problem.	

Encouraging	 Experimentation	
(Jain,	 2001):	 Innovation	 encourages	
experimentation	 with	 new	 methods	 and	
approaches.	 This	 experimentation	 can	
lead	to	the	discovery	of	more	effective	and	
context-specific	 strategies	 for	 addressing	
corruption.	

Promoting	 Transparency	
(Gheorghiu	 et	 al.,	 2021)	Transparency	 in	
anti-corruption	 efforts	 is	 essential.	
Highlighting	best	practices	and	innovative	
approaches	 can	 help	 ensure	 that	 anti-
corruption	initiatives	are	transparent	and	
accountable,	 reducing	 the	 potential	 for	
corruption	within	those	initiatives.	

Inspiring	Political	Will	(Pellegrini	&	
Gerlagh,	 2008)	 Demonstrating	 the	
effectiveness	 of	 anti-corruption	 practices	
and	 innovations	 can	 inspire	 political	will	
and	support	for	anti-corruption	measures	
among	policymakers	and	the	public.	

Meeting	 Evolving	 Challenges	
(Organisation	 for	 Economic	 Co-operation	
and	 Development	 (OECD),	 2009):	 New	
forms	of	corruption	continuously	emerge,	
requiring	 innovative	 responses.	 By	
exploring	innovative	approaches,	societies	
can	 better	 adapt	 to	 these	 evolving	
challenges.	

Combating	 political	 corruption	
requires	 a	 multifaceted	 approach	 that	
involves	various	strategies	and	innovative	
approaches.	The	following	are	some	of	the	
best	practices	and	innovative	approaches	
to	combating	political	corruption:	

Increasing	 transparency	 and	
accountability:	 Transparency	 and	
accountability	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption.	 Governments	 can	
increase	 transparency	 by	 making	 key	
government	 statistics	 open	 and	
transparent,	 enabling	 citizens	 to	 keep	up	
with	 important	 information	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	 2019).	 Accountability	 can	 be	
increased	 by	 strengthening	 the	 justice	
infrastructure	 and	 political	 will	 to	 hold	
those	 who	 transgress	 accountable	
(Okonjo-Iweala,	2019).	

Institution	 building:	 Building	
strong	institutions	is	essential	in	the	fight	
against	corruption.	This	involves	creating	
and	 strengthening	 institutions	 that	 are	
transparent,	accountable,	and	effective	 in	
delivering	 services	 to	 citizens	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	2019).	This	process	should	start	by	
making	 key	 government	 statistics	 open	
and	transparent,	enabling	citizens	to	keep	
up	 with	 important	 information	 (Okonjo-
Iweala,	2019).	

Rewarding	 honesty	 and	punishing	
corruption:	 A	 two-pronged	 strategy	 to	
increase	 the	 benefits	 of	 honesty	 and	 the	
costs	 of	 being	 corrupt	 can	 effectively	
combat	corruption	(Augusto	Lopez-Claros,	
2014).	 This	 involves	 rewarding	 honest	
behaviour	 and	 punishing	 corrupt	
behaviour,	incentivizing	individuals	to	act	
in	the	public	interest.	

International	 cooperation	 and	
partnerships:	 Corruption	 is	 increasingly	
transnational	 in	nature,	and	the	ability	of	
officials	of	individual	countries	to	prevent	
and	 pursue	 corruption	 must	 be	
complemented	 by	 regional	 and	 global	
efforts	and	measures	to	support	effective	
international	 cooperation	 and	
partnerships	 (U.S.	 Department	 of	 State,	
2023).	 This	 can	 include	 sharing	
information,	 coordinating	 investigations,	
and	harmonising	legal	frameworks.	
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Curbing	 illicit	 finance:	 Curbing	
illicit	 finance	 is	 an	 important	 strategy	 in	
the	 fight	 against	 corruption	 (Huss	 et	 al.,	
2023).	 This	 involves	 identifying	 and	
disrupting	the	flow	of	illicit	funds,	such	as	
those	 obtained	 through	 bribery,	 money	
laundering,	and	other	corrupt	practices.	

Strengthening	 legal	 frameworks:	
Legal	 reforms	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption,	 but	 they	 are	
insufficient	 without	 the	 capacity	 to	
implement	 or	 enforce	 them	 (U.S.	
Department	of	State,	2023).	This	involves	
strengthening	 the	 capacity	 of	 law	
enforcement	 agencies	 to	 investigate,	
prosecute,	 and	 adjudicate	 corruption-
related	crimes.	

Promoting	 ethical	 leadership:	
Promoting	 ethical	 leadership	 is	 an	
innovative	 approach	 to	 combating	
corruption	 (Okonjo-Iweala,	 2019).	 This	
involves	promoting	 leaders	committed	to	
transparency,	 accountability,	 and	 the	
public	 interest	 and	willing	 to	 take	 action	
against	corruption.	

Using	 technology:	 Technology	 can	
be	 used	 to	 combat	 corruption	 by	
increasing	 transparency,	 accountability,	
and	 efficiency	 (Huss	 et	 al.,	 2023).	 For	
example,	 open	 data	 initiatives	 can	 make	
government	 information	more	 accessible	
to	 citizens,	 enabling	 them	 to	 monitor	
government	 activities	 and	 hold	 officials	
accountable.	

	
Enhancing	 Existing	 Anti-Corruption	
Measures	 and	 Exploring	 Novel	
Strategies	 for	 More	 Effective	 Combat	
against	Political	Corruption	

Continuously	 improving	 anti-
corruption	 measures	 and	 exploring	
innovative	 strategies	 are	 essential	 for	
addressing	 the	 persistent	 challenge	 of	
political	corruption.	This	section	presents	
arguments	 on	 the	 significance	 of	

enhancing	 existing	 measures	 and	
exploring	novel	strategies.	

Adapting	 to	 Evolving	 Tactics	
(Lambsdorff,	 2007):	 Corruption	 tactics	
and	 methods	 can	 evolve	 over	 time.	
Enhancing	 existing	 measures	 and	
exploring	 novel	 strategies	 are	 crucial	 to	
adapting	 to	 these	 changing	 tactics	
effectively.	

Keeping	 Pace	 with	 Technological	
Advances	 (UNODC,	2013)	The	digital	 age	
has	 introduced	 new	 opportunities	 for	
corruption.	 Upgrading	 and	 innovating	
anti-corruption	measures	are	necessary	to	
keep	 pace	 with	 technological	 advances	
that	can	facilitate	corrupt	practices.	

Maximizing	 Resource	 Efficiency	
(Klitgaard,	 1988):	 Improving	 existing	
measures	 ensures	 that	 resources	 are	
efficiently	 used	 by	 building	 on	 what	 has	
already	 proven	 effective.	 It	 avoids	
duplication	 of	 efforts	 and	maximises	 the	
impact	of	anti-corruption	initiatives.	

Addressing	 Gaps	 in	 Current	
Approaches	 (Gheorghiu	 et	 al.,	 2021)	
Exploring	 novel	 strategies	 can	 help	
address	 gaps	 in	 current	 anti-corruption	
approaches.	Novel	approaches	may	target	
specific	 areas	or	vulnerable	points	 in	 the	
corruption	 chain	 that	 existing	 measures	
overlook.	

Strengthening	 Preventive	
Measures	 (Heeks,	 2011):	 Enhancing	
existing	 anti-corruption	 measures	 can	
strengthen	 preventive	 efforts,	 making	 it	
more	difficult	for	corruption	to	take	root	in	
the	 first	 place.	 Preventing	 corruption	 is	
often	more	cost-effective	than	addressing	
it	after	the	fact.	

Building	 Public	 Trust	 (Rose-
Ackerman,	 1999):	 Demonstrating	 a	
commitment	 to	 continuously	 improving	
anti-corruption	 measures	 can	 help	 build	
public	 trust	 in	 the	 government's	 anti-
corruption	efforts.	Trust	is	crucial	for	the	
success	of	such	initiatives.	
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Encouraging	 Innovation	 (Mauro,	
1998):	 Exploring	 novel	 strategies	
encourages	 innovation	 in	 anti-corruption	
efforts.	 Innovation	 can	 lead	 to	 the	
development	 of	 creative	 and	 effective	
approaches	 that	 were	 previously	
unexplored.	

Fostering	 International	
Cooperation	 (Organisation	 for	 Economic	
Co-operation	 and	 Development	 (OECD),	
2009):	 International	 cooperation	 in	 the	
fight	 against	 corruption	 is	 essential.	
Sharing	 experiences	 with	 enhanced	 and	
innovative	 anti-corruption	 measures	
promotes	collaboration	among	nations.	

Meeting	 Sustainable	 Development	
Goals	 (UNDP,	 2015):	 Political	 corruption	
hinders	 progress	 towards	 sustainable	
development.	 Enhancing	 existing	
measures	 and	 exploring	 novel	 strategies	
align	 with	 the	 Sustainable	 Development	
Goals	 (SDGs)	 by	 promoting	 accountable	
institutions	 and	 reducing	 corruption's	
negative	impacts.	

Combating	 political	 corruption	 is	
an	 ongoing	 challenge	 that	 requires	
continuous	improvement	of	existing	anti-
corruption	 measures	 and	 the	
implementation	 of	 additional	 strategies.	
The	 following	are	some	examples	of	how	
existing	 anti-corruption	measures	 can	be	
improved	and	additional	strategies	can	be	
employed	 to	 combat	 political	 corruption	
more	effectively:	

Strengthening	 legal	 frameworks:	
Legal	 reforms	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption,	 but	 they	 are	
insufficient	 without	 the	 capacity	 to	
implement	 or	 enforce	 them	
(Rubasundram	 &	 Rasiah,	 2019).	 This	
involves	strengthening	the	capacity	of	law	
enforcement	 agencies	 to	 investigate,	
prosecute,	 and	 adjudicate	 corruption-
related	crimes.	

Increasing	 transparency	 and	
accountability:	 Transparency	 and	

accountability	 are	 essential	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption.	 Governments	 can	
increase	 transparency	 by	 making	 key	
government	 statistics	 open	 and	
transparent,	 enabling	 citizens	 to	 keep	up	
with	important	information	(Africa,	2019).	
Accountability	 can	 be	 increased	 by	
strengthening	 the	 justice	 infrastructure	
and	 political	 will	 to	 hold	 those	
transgressing	accountable	(Africa,	2019).	

Promoting	 ethical	 leadership:	
Promoting	 ethical	 leadership	 is	 an	
innovative	 approach	 to	 combating	
corruption	 (Africa,	 2019).	 This	 involves	
promoting	 leaders	 committed	 to	
transparency,	 accountability,	 and	 the	
public	 interest	 and	willing	 to	 take	 action	
against	corruption.	

Using	 technology:	 Technology	 can	
be	 used	 to	 combat	 corruption	 by	
increasing	 transparency,	 accountability,	
and	 efficiency	 (Huss	 et	 al.,	 2023).	 For	
example,	 open	 data	 initiatives	 can	 make	
government	 information	more	 accessible	
to	 citizens,	 enabling	 them	 to	 monitor	
government	 activities	 and	 hold	 officials	
accountable.	

Strengthening	 civil	 society:	 Civil	
society	 plays	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 the	 fight	
against	 corruption.	 Strengthening	 civil	
society	 can	 involve	 supporting	
organisations	 that	 promote	 transparency	
and	 accountability,	 such	 as	 watchdog	
groups	 and	 investigative	 journalists	
(Antonova	et	al.,	2022).	

Increasing	 international	
cooperation:	 Corruption	 is	 increasingly	
transnational	in	nature,	and	international	
cooperation	is	essential	in	the	fight	against	
corruption	 (Rubasundram	 &	 Rasiah,	
2019).	 This	 can	 include	 sharing	
information,	 coordinating	 investigations,	
and	harmonising	legal	frameworks.	

Empowering	citizens:	Empowering	
citizens	to	take	action	against	corruption	is	
an	important	strategy	in	the	fight	against	
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corruption.	 This	 can	 involve	 providing	
citizens	with	the	tools	and	resources	they	
need	to	report	corruption,	such	as	hotlines	
and	 online	 reporting	 systems	 (Africa,	
2019).	

The	point	emphasises	the	need	for	
innovative	 strategies	 to	 combat	 political	
corruption,	 including	 ethical	 leadership,	
technology	 for	 transparency	 and	
accountability,	strengthening	civil	society,	
international	 cooperation,	 and	 citizen	
empowerment.	 Ethical	 leaders,	
technology,	and	civil	society	organizations	
can	 deter	 corruption,	while	 international	
cooperation	 fosters	 a	 sense	 of	 collective	
responsibility	 and	 a	 corruption-free	
society.	
	
Implications	 for	 Understanding	 and	
Combating	Political	Corruption	

1.	Exploring	the	Diverse	Forms	and	
Manifestations	of	Political	Corruption:	

	Issue:	 The	 diverse	 forms	 of	
corruption	pose	unique	challenges,	
and	 understanding	 them	 is	
essential	 for	 effective	 anti-
corruption	efforts.	
	Roots:	 Corruption	 emerges	 from	
various	 societal,	 cultural,	 and	
systemic	 factors,	making	 it	 crucial	
to	 investigate	 these	 underlying	
causes.	
		Conceptual	 Frameworks:	
Conceptual	 models	 should	
encompass	the	multifaceted	nature	
of	corruption,	including	its	various	
manifestations.	
		Theoretical	Approach:	Addressing	
corruption	 requires	 tailored	
theoretical	 approaches	 that	
account	 for	 its	 diverse	 forms	 and	
root	causes.	
	

2.	 Unraveling	 the	 Underlying	
Causes	 and	 Enabling	 Factors	 of	 Political	
Corruption:	

	Issue:	 Uncovering	 the	 roots	 of	
corruption	 is	 essential	 to	 prevent	
its	emergence	and	growth.	
	Roots:	Corruption's	roots	often	lie	
in	 systemic	 weaknesses,	
socioeconomic	 disparities,	 and	
cultural	 factors	 that	need	 in-depth	
examination.	
	Conceptual	Frameworks:	Different	
conceptual	 frameworks	 must	 be	
employed	 to	 capture	 the	
complexity	of	corruption's	causes.	
	Theoretical	Approach:	Developing	
effective	anti-corruption	strategies	
requires	addressing	the	underlying	
causes	through	targeted	theoretical	
approaches.	
	

3.	Assessing	the	Impacts	of	Political	
Corruption	 on	 Governance,	 Economic	
Development,	and	Social	Equity:	

		Issue:	 Corruption's	 impact	 is	
pervasive,	 affecting	 governance,	
economic	 development,	 and	 social	
equity.	
		Roots:	 Understanding	 the	 root	
causes	 of	 these	 impacts	 is	 crucial	
for	 developing	 strategies	 to	
mitigate	them.	
		Conceptual	 Frameworks:	
Conceptualizing	 the	 far-reaching	
consequences	of	corruption	is	vital	
for	policy	formulation.	
		Theoretical	Approach:	Theoretical	
models	 should	 inform	 measures	
that	address	the	specific	impacts	of	
corruption	 on	 governance,	
economic	 development,	 and	 social	
equity.	
	

4.	 Examining	 Strategies	 Employed	
to	Combat	Political	Corruption:	

		Issue:	Examining	past	and	current	
anti-corruption	 strategies	 helps	
identify	 their	 strengths	 and	
weaknesses.	
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	Roots:	 Understanding	 the	 root	
causes	of	strategy	ineffectiveness	is	
critical	for	improvement.	
	Conceptual	 Frameworks:	
Conceptualizing	 the	 outcomes	 of	
anti-corruption	 strategies	 guides	
future	developments.	
	Theoretical	Approach:	Theoretical	
underpinnings	 should	 inform	
evidence-based	 strategies	 to	
combat	corruption	effectively.	
	
5.	 Exploring	 Best	 Practices	 and	

Innovative	 Approaches	 in	 Combating	
Political	Corruption:	

	Issue:	 Identifying	 best	 practices	
and	 innovative	 approaches	
enhances	 the	effectiveness	of	anti-
corruption	efforts.	
	Roots:	 The	 root	 causes	 of	 success	
and	 innovation	 in	 combating	
corruption	need	exploration.	
	Conceptual	 Frameworks:	
Conceptualizing	best	practices	and	
innovations	 informs	 their	
integration	 into	 anti-corruption	
measures.	
	Theoretical	Approach:	Theoretical	
foundations	 guide	 the	 adoption	 of	
best	 practices	 and	 innovative	
solutions	 in	 the	 fight	 against	
corruption.	

	
6.	 Enhancing	 Existing	 Anti-

Corruption	Measures	and	Exploring	Novel	
Strategies	 for	 More	 Effective	 Combat	
against	Political	Corruption:	

	Issue:	 Continuous	 improvement	
and	 innovation	 are	 essential	 to	
address	 evolving	 corruption	
tactics.	
	Roots:	 Examining	 the	 root	 causes	
of	 inefficiencies	 in	 existing	
measures	aids	in	enhancement.	
	Conceptual	 Frameworks:	
Conceptualizing	 the	 potential	 of	

novel	 strategies	 informs	 their	
development.	
	Theoretical	Approach:	Theoretical	
insights	guide	the	 improvement	of	
existing	 measures	 and	 the	
exploration	of	new	strategies.	
In	 summary,	 these	 implications	

emphasize	 the	 need	 for	 a	 holistic,	
multidisciplinary,	 and	 context-specific	
approach	 to	 understand	 and	 combat	
political	 corruption	 effectively.	 By	
exploring	 diverse	 forms,	 uncovering	 root	
causes,	 assessing	 impacts,	 examining	
strategies,	 exploring	 best	 practices,	 and	
enhancing	existing	measures,	researchers	
and	 policymakers	 can	 work	 towards	 a	
more	 transparent,	 accountable,	 and	
corruption-free	society.	

	
Conclusion	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 serious	
problem	 that	 can	 take	 many	 forms	 and	
occur	in	different	contexts.	It	undermines	
democracy,	 weakens	 governance,	 and	
harms	 the	 public	 interest.	 To	 combat	
corruption,	it	is	essential	to	understand	its	
different	 forms	 and	 manifestations	 and	
implement	 effective	measures	 to	prevent	
and	punish	corrupt	practices.	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 complex	
phenomenon	 that	 can	 have	 various	
underlying	 causes	 and	 enabling	 factors.	
Weak	 institutional	 frameworks,	 rapid	
social	and	economic	modernization,	a	lack	
of	 political	 will,	 a	 culture	 of	 impunity,	 a	
lack	 of	 transparency	 and	 accountability,	
poverty	 and	 inequality,	 and	 political	
instability	 can	 contribute	 to	 political	
corruption.	It	is	essential	to	address	these	
underlying	 causes	 and	 enabling	 factors	
and	 implement	 effective	 measures	 to	
prevent	 and	 punish	 corrupt	 practices	 to	
combat	corruption.	

Political	 corruption	 significantly	
impacts	 governance,	 economic	
development,	 and	 social	 equity.	
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Corruption	 can	 lead	 to	 decreased	quality	
of	 goods	 and	 services,	 increased	
inequality,	undermine	the	effectiveness	of	
social	 welfare	 programmes,	 reduced	
economic	 growth,	 decreased	 trust	 in	
leaders	 and	 institutions,	 and	 undermine	
democracy	 and	 good	 governance.	 To	
combat	 corruption,	 it	 is	 essential	 to	
understand	its	 impacts	and	to	implement	
effective	measures	to	prevent	and	punish	
corrupt	practices.	

Political	 corruption	 is	 a	 complex	
phenomenon	that	requires	a	multifaceted	
approach	 to	 combat	 it.	 Increasing	
transparency	 and	 accountability,	
institution	 building,	 rewarding	 honesty	
and	 punishing	 corruption,	 international	
cooperation	 and	 partnerships,	 curbing	
illicit	 finance,	 and	 strengthening	 legal	
frameworks	are	some	strategies	employed	
to	 combat	 political	 corruption.	 The	
effectiveness	 of	 these	 strategies	 can	 vary	
depending	 on	 the	 context	 in	 which	 they	
are	employed,	but	they	are	all	essential	in	
the	fight	against	corruption.	

Combating	 political	 corruption	
requires	 a	 multifaceted	 approach	 that	
involves	various	strategies	and	innovative	
approaches.	 Increasing	 transparency	 and	
accountability,	 institution	 building,	
rewarding	 honesty	 and	 punishing	
corruption,	international	cooperation	and	
partnerships,	 curbing	 illicit	 finance,	
strengthening	 legal	 frameworks,	
promoting	 ethical	 leadership,	 and	 using	
technology	are	some	of	the	best	practices	
and	 innovative	 approaches	 to	 combating	
political	corruption.	

Combating	 political	 corruption	
requires	 continuous	 improvement	 of	
existing	anti-corruption	measures	and	the	
implementation	 of	 additional	 strategies.	
Strengthening	 legal	 frameworks,	
increasing	 transparency	 and	
accountability,	 promoting	 ethical	
leadership,	 using	 technology,	

strengthening	 civil	 society,	 increasing	
international	 cooperation,	 and	
empowering	citizens	are	some	of	the	ways	
existing	 anti-corruption	measures	 can	be	
improved,	and	additional	strategies	can	be	
employed	 to	 combat	 political	 corruption	
more	effectively.	
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