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A. Introduction

An elementary school is a place for students to acquire and develop
knowledge and skills to help them face everyday life (Mulyani, 2011). Therefore,
elementary education becomes the primary task of educators to innovate the
learning activities carried out to achieve the learning objectives.

A child’s language development combines social interaction, emotions,
physical and motor skills, and cognitive aspects. According to Yusuf Syamsu
(Susanto, 2013), the stages of maturation occur continuously, felt by each
individual, and related to psychological (spiritual) and physical aspects.

Cognitive development is the result of non-physical, socio-emotional, and
linguistic development. As individuals who undergo growth and development, the
process is vulnerable to language development. The most essential factor that an
individual must master is language. Language is a perspective in learning that we
have known since early on; therefore, it serves as a reminder that language is
crucial for use in daily life.

There are several differences between the understanding of language and
speech. Language encompasses various forms of communication, including
writing, speaking, gestures, body movements, and facial expressions. In contrast,
speech refers to one of the most commonly used oral forms of language because it
is the most effective means of communication.

Language development progresses and improves over time according to the
child’s age. Suhartono (2005) stated that speech development is related to
morphology, phonology, semantics, and syntax. In line with this, Steinberg and
Gleason (Elya, 2020) divide language development into three stages: preschool
speech development, school-age speech development, and combined speech
development.

During learning in elementary school, educators should align their teaching
with the students’ developmental levels (Yuhana & Aminy, 2019). Therefore,
special attention and encouragement are needed to help students maximize their
potential. As personal growth and development occur, students’ inherent potential

emerges. Development encompasses physical and mental aspects (Hasanah, 2016;
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Hanur et al, 2020). Language development is one of the forms of development
that takes place in elementary school students.

Language is a measure of a child’s development. The ability to speak and
use language involves cognitive and sensorimotor development. With language,
we can express thoughts, and through language, we can also identify and solve
problems. In short, language serves as a guide to our lives and a representation of
our world. Language is a means of communication (Wicaksono, 2016), meaning
that language is a tool for communication that conveys thoughts and feelings
through symbols and symbols.

The conveyance of meaning through speech, writing, expression, gestures,
or drawings is a form of communication (Saubas, 2017). Due to this, language is
the most crucial aspect of the development process for elementary school
students. Elementary school-age children are typically referred to as middle
childhood, characterized by developing decision-making abilities, understanding
cause-and-effect relationships, social understanding, emotional organization, and
consciousness. Moreover, with the advancement of technology, elementary school
children are using social networks for learning. Therefore, elementary school
children must be more carefully attended to, which can impact their language
development.

The developmental stages in elementary school-age children mark a
significant language development process. Children aged 6 to 7 typically master
around 2,500 words, while by the age of 11 to 12, they command approximately
50,000 words (Mahayyun, 2022). Furthermore, many researchers have found that
children as young as 9 can understand seven different languages, provided they
are in an active and supportive language environment (Susanto, 2013).

This research aims to understand the psychological development of
language in elementary school children and its implications for learning at SD
Negeri Sumber 2 in Yogyakarta. In this context, it can be explained that
elementary school children have advanced language development, necessitating

school educators’ guidance.
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B. Methods

This research uses a qualitative descriptive method based on random
interviews with elementary school teachers. The final results of the research will
be used as reference material to identify the characteristics of language
development in elementary school students.

The technique used for data collection in this research is through interviews.
In brief, an interview is a process or interaction where the interviewer
communicates directly with the interviewee (Yusuf, 2014).

The interview method involves gathering information through a question-
and-answer technique conducted directly between the interviewer and the
interviewee. Interviews can be conducted individually or in groups to obtain the
desired information. Interviews also aim to record the interviewees’ opinions,
emotions, expressions, feelings, and other relevant aspects.

During the interview, the researcher can gather a significant amount of data,
therefore understanding the culture through language or expressions used in the
interview. It allows the researcher to seek explanations for things that have not
been discovered. One of the initial questions that arises during an interview is who
will be interviewed. The knowledgeable technique ensures accurate data is
obtained, explaining the events under study correctly and thoroughly. Another
critical question that arises is how the respondents would like to cooperate.
Therefore, it is necessary to encourage others to allocate their time for the
interview. In this regard, the interviewer’s behavior should align with the
interviewee’s to create an atmosphere of mutual respect.

Choosing an appropriate place and time to create a relaxed, friendly, and
comfortable environment is essential during interviews. Moreover, honesty is
crucial, and the interviewee should be assured that their identity will not be
disclosed to others except to the interviewer or as otherwise mutually agreed.

Before the interview, it is necessary to establish an approach. It can be
achieved through various techniques, including a)Introducing politely before the
interview to build chemistry/connection, b)Eliciting a positive response to make

the respondent feel valued, c)Gathering ample data, d)Avoiding leading questions,
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e)Repeating questions if necessary, f)Clarifying answers and g)Recording
responses.

The advancement of technology has made data collection more accessible.
In other words, interviews can be conducted remotely using telecommunications
media. The interviews are typically conducted to obtain current trends or
emerging issues. It is advisable to record the conversation during interviews, as
spoken words serve as evidence in case of misunderstandings. This recorded data
can then be transcribed for analysis.

The interview plan begins with a brief story related to the life or general
background of the interviewee. Questions are typically based on personal
experiences. When posing questions, the researcher should emphasize the
significance of these experiences. The principles to be applied in an interview are
brevity, open-endedness, simplicity, clarity, and terminology the interviewee can
understand.

An interview serves as validation for the data obtained through other
methods. Consequently, the validation process may cause results that differ from
previously acquired information. The following steps are necessary to ensure a
more conducive interview: 1) Introduce oneself first. 2) Explain the purpose and
objectives of the interview. 3) Present the interview instrument. 4) Propose

questions. (Yunus, 2010).

C. Results and Discussion

Language is a means of communication among humans, taking the form of
sound perceived by human senses, enabling the expression of thoughts and
feelings. It allows others to gain understanding through various forms of
communication, including writing, speaking, gestures, body language, facial
expressions, and more (Gorys Gerav, 1980).

In children, language serves as a tool for communication, and it can be
categorized into several functions: instrumental function, language is used to
manipulate the environment. Representational function conveys facts, statements,

and knowledge. In regulatory function, language is used to control events by
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rules. The interactional function of language is directed toward communication
with other humans. Personal function includes expressions related to feelings,
emotions, personality, and heart matters. The heuristic function uses language to
gain knowledge and explore the surrounding environment. The imaginative
function involves actions that flash imaginative ideas, such as storytelling or
creating novels.

The surrounding environment influences language development; language
is a product of one’s surroundings. Initial language acquisition occurs through
imitation and repetition of what is learned during the learning process. Those with
higher social status are often found in educated communities, as they tend to use
more selective and refined vocabulary, which is considered better. It is because
language is primarily acquired within the environment where one lives.

Language can be used as a means of communication, as language
development is closely related to the cognitive development of an individual. In
this context, children’s cognitive abilities develop more quickly and extensively.

Several factors can influence language development in children. According
to Sunarto & Hartono (2006), five factors can affect language development in
children, including the child’s age. A child’s age is a physical factor that can
affect their growth and development, such as speech organs, muscle function,
movement, gestures, and the environment in which the child grows, significantly
impacting language development. Many factors influence language development,
including biological factors and experiences. Children develop language by
actively sharpening their cognitive abilities, trying to understand what they hear,
and seeking patterns and rules.

The development of communication begins early in life. The first form of
communication is crying, where a baby cries when they feel discomfort, such as
hunger, a wet diaper, or other discomforts. Here, the baby learns that crying gets
the attention of their mother or caregiver. When babies reach 3 weeks, they start
to smile easily in response to stimulation like looking at a face, hearing a voice, or
being tickled, known as a social smile. At 12 weeks, a baby responds when

spoken to by their mother. By 2 months, a baby responds to their mother’s speech.
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At 5 months, a baby imitates behaviors and follows the facial expressions of those
around them. At 6 months, a baby becomes interested in objects in their
environment. From 7 to 12 months, a child will start pointing to things to express
their desires. At 18 months, a child begins to learn to use single words. By 2
years, a child can form two-word sentences and react to their conversation partner.
At the age of 3 years, a child will speak for more extended periods. By age 5
years, they will try to sustain conversations for a longer time, making them more
talkative and socially aware while speaking.

During the preschool years, a child can explain what, who, when, why, and
where, but they may still need to understand how. A child’s vocabulary will
expand based on the stories and information their parents share. As their
vocabulary grows, their ability to organize words will advance, and relationships
between words will form.

The first signs of syntactic organization are observed at 1-2 years, typically
in two-word sentences. The development of syntax accelerates rapidly at the age
of 2 and reaches its peak by the end of that year.

Development is characterized by an increase in speech measured by
morphemes. Speech length, known as the Mean Length of Utterance (MLU), is an
estimate of language complexity for English-speaking children. MLU is
considered a good indicator of language development. In the age range of 18
months to 5 years, MLU increases by approximately 1.2 morphemes per year.
Around the age of 2, mastering morphemes for word formation begins to occur.

As phonology develops, it requires a relatively long process during the
language period. In preschool, it is not just about acquiring an inventory of
phonemes and a phonological system but also developing the ability to select
sounds when conveying meaning. Phonology is related to the process of forming
syllables, which can be divided into vowel-consonant and consonant-vowel-
consonant combinations. In addition, other processes involve assimilation and

substitution in sound perception and production.
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Table 1

The Factors Influencing Language Development in Children

Title & Researcher

Factors Influencing
Language Development

Objectives and Research
Results

1. | Language, Emotion,
and Social
Development of
Elementary School-
Aged Children
(Dewi M.P,
Neviyarni, &
Irdamurni, 2020)

Several factors generally
influence language
development in
elementary school
children, including their
environment, which
encompasses family,
school, and friends.
Positive interactions with
others can lead to
excellent and rapid
language development
because children
indirectly engage in
continuous interactions
in a relatively short time.

This research aims to
understand elementary
school children’s
language, emotional, and
social development. This
research shows that
language development in
children varies from child
to child. Several factors
can influence a child’s
language development,
including the family and
school environments.

2. | Analysis of Aspects
of Child Language
Development
(Taufiqurrahman, S.
& Suyandi, 2020)

Influential factors in
language development
include vocabulary,
syntax, semantics,
phonemes, phonology,
and morphology.

This research aims to
identify the aspects of
language development in
school children during the
learning process. This
research indicates that
language development
can occur in elementary
school children if they
desire to learn and
understand various forms
of language.

3. | Aspects of
Language
Development in
Elementary School
Children (Awliyah,
R., et al, 2021)

Language development
in elementary school
children can encompass
several aspects, such as
vocabulary, syntax,
semantics, phonemes,
phonology, and
morphology.

This research aims to gain
a better understanding of
language development
and the factors
influencing it. This
research explains that
language development in
elementary school-aged
children has significantly
improved in aspects like
morphology, syntax,
phonemes, vocabulary,
phonology, and
semantics.
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According to the data in Table 1, it is explained that research on language

development has a significant impact on language growth, and various factors can

be seen, including environmental factors around the child. The rapid development

of language in elementary school children includes the development of

vocabulary, syntax, semantics, phonemes, phonology, and morphology.

Concerning the results above, in order to verify the accuracy of the data

based on the theory obtained with the field conditions, the researcher conducted

interviews. Here are the results of the interviews conducted.

Table 2
The Interview Results with the Respondents

Questions

Answers

What is your view on the importance of
language development in elementary
school children’s learning?

I believe language development in
elementary  school  children s
significant for learning. Language is a
means of communication aimed at
conveying information and
understanding. If children have a good
command of language, they can
understand lessons and communicate
effectively.

How do you perceive the language
development of elementary school
children you teach?

I see a rapid improvement in the
language development of elementary
school children. They are beginning to
develop morphology, syntax,
phonemes, vocabulary, phonology, and
semantics skills. They can understand
and use words better and can construct
more complex sentences.

What factors can influence the language
development of elementary school
children?

In my experience, several factors can
influence the language development of
elementary school children, including
biological factors and environmental
factors. Biological factors involve the
child’s cognitive maturity, while
environmental factors involve social
interaction, the influence of teachers
and parents, and a conducive learning
environment.

How do you integrate the language
development of elementary school
children into the learning process?

I always pay attention to the language
abilities of each student in the class. |
use various teaching methods and
strategies that facilitate their language
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Questions Answers

development and encourage them to
speak, ask questions, and engage in
discussions in the proper language. I
also provide writing and reading
exercises appropriate for their language
development level.

What are the benefits of language | Language development helps children
development for children in | better understand lessons. Through a
understanding lessons? good understanding of language,
children can comprehend what the
teacher teaches and express their
thoughts and ideas clearly. Language
also plays a crucial role in reading and
writing, skills that are highly essential
in elementary school learning.

Do you have any suggestions or |1 advise emphasizing language learning
recommendations for improving the | more in elementary school. Teachers
language development of elementary | should continuously encourage and
school children in learning? motivate students to develop their
language skills. Parents also need to be
involved in supporting their children’s
language development at home.
Additionally, resources such as books
and learning materials appropriate for
their language level can be beneficial.

Based on Table 2, it was found that there is a correlation between the
development of pragmatics, semantics, syntax, morphology, and phonology and

language development in elementary school-age children.

D. Conclusion

Many factors are crucial in language development, including biological
factors and experiences. We know that culture plays a significant role in our lives,
where language is needed for daily communication for children and adults.
Children’s language development involves active cognitive abilities to understand
everything they hear and create patterns and rules.

In childhood, language development typically includes mastering
pronunciation, grammar, word meanings, and the fundamentals of their native

language. During adolescence, language development encompasses improved
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vocabulary, understanding of metaphors and adult literature, and individual
advancements in varying speech styles.

From an emotional perspective, there are two main and separate issues
related to acquiring something new in the relationship between language and the
constantly emerging idea that language and thought are not part of a single

cognitive system but instead switch with separate modules.

References

Aniswita, & Neviyarni. (2020). PERKEMBANGAN KOGNITIF, BAHASA,
PERKEMBANGAN  SOSIO-EMOSIONAL, DAN IMPLIKASINYA
DALAM PEMBELAJARAN. Inovasi Pendidika, Vol. 7. No 2, hal.1-13.

Awliyah, R., et al. (2021). Aspek Perkembangan Bahasa Anak pada Tingkat
Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Pendidikan Edutama, 8(1), 99-106.

Dewi, M. P., Neviyarni, S., & Irdamurni, I. (2020). Perkembangan bahasa, emosi,
dan sosial anak usia sekolah dasar. Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Dasar, 7(1), 1-
11.

Elya, M. H. (2020). Pengaruh Metode Bercerita dan Gaya Belajar terhadap
Kemampuan Berbicara Anak Usia Dini. Jurnal Obsesi: Jurnal Pendidikan
Anak Usia Dini, 4(1), 302-315.

Hasanah, U. (2016). Pengembangan kemampuan fisik motorik melalui permainan
tradisional bagi anak usia dini. Jurnal Pendidikan Anak, 5(1), 1-10.

Heriawan, A., & Pribadi, R. (2018). BAHASA KITA DAN PENDIDIKAN
KITA. Jurnal Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar (JPsd), 4(2), 1-13.

Kurniati, E. (2017). Perkembangan bahasa pada anak dalam psikologi serta
implikasinya dalam pembelajaran. Jurnal Ilmiah Universitas Batanghari
Jambi, 17(3), 47-56.

Mahayyun, S. 1. (2022). Peran Bimbingan Belajar AHE Tawangrejo dalam
Meningkatkan Kemampuan Membaca Siswa Kelas Rendah. Journal of
Elementary Education Research, 1(2), 82-98.

Manzilati, A. (2017). Metodologi Penelitian Kualitatif Paradigma, Metode, dan
Aplikasi. Malang: UB Press.

Marisa, R. (2015). PERMASALAHAN PERKEMBANGAN BAHASA DAN
KOMUNIKASI ANAK. Jurnal Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar (JPsd) , 1(2), 1-9.

Mulyani, E. (2011). Model pendidikan kewirausahaan di pendidikan dasar dan
menengah. Jurnal Ekonomi dan Pendidikan, 8(1), 1-10.

Mardison, S. (2017). Perkembangan bahasa anak usia sekolah dasar/madrasah
ibtidaiyah (SD/MI). Tarbiyah Al-Awlad: Jurnal Kependidikan Islam Tingkat
Dasar, 7(2).

Saubas, H. U. (2017). Bahasa Sebagai Sarana Komunikasi Dalam Pendidikan Dan
Komunikasi Ilmiah. EDUKASI, 15(2), 1-10.

Satriana, M. (2013). Permainan Tradisional Berbasis Budaya Sunda Sebagai
Sarana Stimulasi Perkembangan Anak Usia Dini. Jurnal Pendidikan Usia

Lanovianti, Yeni Novita!

243 Khosiyono, Banun Havifah Cahyo?



JPSD Vol. 9 No. 2, September, 2023

p-ISSN: 2540-9093,

e-ISSN 2503-0558

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.30870/jpsd.v9i2.21700

Dini, 7(1), 65-84.

Semiawan, C. R. (2010). Metodei Penelitian Kualitatif Jenis, Karakteristik dan
Keunggulannya. Jakarta: Grasindo.

Solihat, I., & Riansi, E. S. (2018). Literasi cerita anak dalam keluarga berperan
sebagai pembelajaran pembentuk karakter anak sekolah dasar. JPsd (Jurnal
Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar), 4(2), 258-271.

Sunarto, A., & Hartono, A. (2006). Perkembangan Peserta Didik. Jakarta:
PT. Asdi Mahasatya.

Susanto, A. (2013). Teori dan Pembelajaran di Sekolah Dasar. Jakarta: Kencana
Prenada Media.

Taufiqurrahman, S., & Suyadi, S. (2020). Analisis Aspek Perkembangan Bahasa
Anak Usia Dasar Dalam Proses Pembelajaran. PIONIR: Jurnal
Pendidikan, 8(2).

Wicaksono, A., dkk. (2015). Teori Pembelajaran Bahasa (Suatu Catatan
Singkat). Yogyakarta: Garudawacha.

Wicaksono, L. (2016). Bahasa dalam komunikasi pembelajaran. Jurnal
Pembelajaran Prospektif, 1(2), 1-10.

Yuhana, A. N., & Aminy, F. A. (2019). Optimalisasi peran guru pendidikan
agama Islam sebagai konselor dalam mengatasi masalah belajar siswa. Jurnal
Penelitian Pendidikan Islam,[SL], 7(1), 79-96.

Yunus, H. S. (2010). Metodologi penelitian wilayah kontemporer. Yogyakarta:
Pustaka Pelajar.

Yusuf, A. M. (2014). Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, & Penelitian Gabungan. Jakarta:
Kencana.

Lanovianti, Yeni Novita!

244 Khosiyono, Banun Havifah Cahyo?



