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. . This research examines the factors causing the decline in the
Article History: discipline and respect of students at SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo. It

explains the role of parents, teachers and schools in overcoming
the degradation of students’ character of discipline and respect.

Accepted This research aims to determine the causes of the decline in
students’ character of discipline and respect at SDIT Budi Mulyo
October 2024 Sentolo. To find out the role of parents, teachers and schools in

overcoming the degradation of the character of discipline and
respect for students at SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo. To find out the
Revised consequences of failure in character education. This type of

research is qualitative to determine the decline in students’
September 2024 disciplined character and respect at SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo.
The informants were determined through purposive sampling
based on the characteristics of informants who knew about
Approved students’ conditions in and outside the school environment. These

informants include student guardians, school principals, class
August 2024 teachers and the students concerned. The data collection
techniques used by researchers are observation, interviews and
documentation. The results of this research are the factors causing
the degradation of disciplinary character, namely, not doing
homework at home and violating agreed class agreements. Factors
that cause a decline in respectful character include misbehaving,
saying dirty words, being rude to children who follow other
religions, and saying harsh words.
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A. Introduction

Article VII, paragraphs 2 and 3, regarding the implementation of Character
Education Strengthening (PPK), states that the reinforcement of character values is
carried out within the curriculum through a learning process embedded in the
learning materials and methods, referring to the provisions of statutory regulations.
The aim is to develop children’s potential, talents, abilities, interests, independence,
and personality (Perpres, 2017).

According to the Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture of the
Republic of Indonesia, Article 4, Paragraphs 2 and 3, Number 20 of 2018 on
Character Education Strengthening, primary education levels have a greater
emphasis on character than secondary education levels in implementing Character
Education Strengthening, which implemented through the curriculum (Peraturan
Pemerintah RI, 2018).

By referring to these two articles, Character Education Strengthening
emphasizes that education has a significant responsibility in reinforcing character
values in students. It is achieved through the curriculum implemented by the
government, using various approaches aimed at developing students’ potential,
abilities, independence, and personality by statutory regulations. A person’s
fundamental positive values characterize them from others, define their character,
and manifest in their daily actions (Solihat & Riansi, 2018). As Lickona described,
good character involves upholding values that include positive and appropriate
behaviour towards oneself or others (Lickona, 2019). Thus, good character is about
striving to do what is right and good for oneself or others, with the ability and
inclination to do so in everyday life.

Character education is instilled in students through habitual practices, aiming
to develop attitudes of discipline, honesty, respect, and mutual support in all
activities (Ananda et al., 2022). The fundamental values of character education also
include respect and responsibility, which can be practised in students’ daily lives
through teaching and real-life role modelling by teachers (Lickona, 2019). Based

on the explanations of these two experts, the goal of character education for students
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is to explore attitudes such as honesty, discipline, and respect. These three attitudes
are essential for students as they contribute to building good character.

The foundation of character education involves human morals. Character is
an affective value or attitude related to the personal qualities of good and evil in
human social life that are fair, harmonious, and evident (Abidin, 2021). Essentially,
attitude is not a behaviour but a tendency or inclination to behave in a certain way
(Hendracipta, 2016). Based on the views of these experts, the character is an attitude
that influences the good or bad aspects of human behaviour, aiming for better
development.

Character education aims to improve the quality and outcomes of educational
processes in schools, thereby achieving the integrated and balanced development
of character and noble morals among all students following the graduate
competency standards (Rachmadyanti, 2017). Good morals consist of three
interrelated vital elements. The first is moral knowledge, which is the ability to
evaluate oneself by observing one’s environment according to one’s knowledge.
The second is moral feeling, which refers to an attitude related to feelings and
concern for others. The third is moral behaviour, which is the awareness of
individuals to act according to their values (Lickona, 2019). Character education
aims to enhance the quality and results of education in schools, thereby developing
character and noble morals among all students in an integrated and balanced manner
consistent with the graduate competency standards.

The rapid development of technology in Indonesia is one of the factors
contributing to the degradation of children’s character. Character degradation refers
to a decline in the level of awareness to adhere to the laws in the human mind, in
the form of values, as well as a decrease in awareness to act by established rules
(Ma’rufah et al., 2020). Based on this perspective, character degradation can be
interpreted as a decline in human behaviour that is consciously carried out and does
not align with the obligation to adhere to the laws within the human conscience
(values).

The factors causing character degradation include violence and anarchic

actions, theft, cheating, brawls between students, lack of tolerance, improper
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language use, premature sexual maturity and its deviations, and neglect of
applicable rules (Lickona, 2019). The factors contributing to character degradation
include feelings of violence and anarchy, theft, cheating, fights among students,
lack of tolerance, improper language use, early sexual maturity and deviations, and
disregard for established rules.

Character degradation results in behavioural deviations among elementary
school children. The Indonesian public has been shocked by several cases reported
in the news. First, a case of drug abuse by an elementary school student in Makassar.
Second, elementary school students in Labuhan Batu Utara Regency, North
Sumatra Province, bullied and beat a younger student due to teasing. Third, a case
of suicide by an elementary school student in Temanggung, Central Java, due to
pressure from parents (Prihatmojo, 2020). Based on these cases, the factors leading
to character degradation include criminal behaviour among children caused by drug
abuse at the elementary school level, teasing among peers, and parental pressure.

The results of an unstructured interview with SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo’s
principal explained that this school has a method for providing character education
in all aspects. In the lower grades, teachers train students in toilet habits (teaching
children to use the toilet for urination and defecation). It is essential because it helps
children become accustomed to and disciplined in using the toilet. For the upper
grades, students are educated on the habit of showing respect, both in behaviour—
such as stopping and bowing their heads when meeting a teacher as a form of
respect—and in speech, like using polite language when interacting with teachers.
It aligns with SDIT Budi Mulyo’s vision: “To create a Qur’anic generation that is
intelligent, skilled, hubbul wathon, and noble character.”

However, after the pandemic, a change in character occurred among students.
During the pandemic, schools conducted the learning process online, which resulted
in a lack of interaction with teachers and reduced parental attention to the habit of
using polite language when speaking or interacting with their children.
Additionally, the absence of parental role models in demonstrating good behaviour

and the loss of the habit of showing respect to teachers became evident when
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students no longer stopped and bowed their heads when meeting a teacher. It has
triggered a degradation in children’s character.
B. Methods

This research uses a qualitative approach. According to Prastowo (2020),
qualitative research is a systematic method for collecting research data used to study
or examine phenomena experienced by subjects in their natural environment using
natural methods and described in words or language.

This research uses a case study approach. A case study is a research method
that seeks scientific truth by studying events, environments, and situations in depth
over an extended period (Prastowo, 2020). The case study method involves deeply
analyzing events, environments, and situations over a long period to seek scientific
truth.

To obtain comprehensive information, the researcher gathers data not only
from participants and key informants through in-depth interviews but also from
people around the research subject, as well as daily records of the subject’s activities
or track record (Assyakurrohim et al., 2023). This research aims to provide holistic
information, meaning that the researcher must obtain comprehensive data to ensure
that they do not overlook any information, thereby uncovering facts or realities from
the data.

In selecting the research subjects, the researcher used purposive sampling.
Purposive sampling is a method that involves selecting informants to discuss,
exchange ideas, or compare facts related to a particular issue with specific
considerations and objectives (Prastowo, 2020). The purposive sampling method
involves selecting informants with particular considerations and objectives to
discuss, exchange ideas, or compare facts about a specific issue.

Regarding data analysis techniques, Prastowo (2020) states that researchers
can analyze all collected data through three stages: data reduction, data
presentation, and data verification or conclusion. Data analysis is a process that
includes data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions or verifying
data, which should be interconnected before, during, and after data collection to

build a general understanding (Prastowo, 2020). In research, data analysis is a series
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of steps that involve data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions or
verifying data, which need to be linked together before, during, and after data
collection and are used to construct a comprehensive overview of the data.

In qualitative research (Prastowo, 2020), researchers can test data validity
using several techniques, such as credibility, transferability, and objectivity. The
researcher used the credibility test to verify data validity. Therefore, the researcher
employed both technique and source triangulation. In technique triangulation, the
researcher used various methods to collect data, such as observation, interviews,
and documentation. In source triangulation, the researcher validated the data by
cross-checking information obtained from different sources, including 4th and 5th-
grade teachers at SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo, the principal of SDIT Budi Mulyo
Sentolo, and 4 parents of students from SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo, to achieve in-
depth research results.

C. Results and Discussion

Education teaches students to behave appropriately, speak politely, and avoid
anything that could lead to declining character behaviour. Character degradation
must be taught and managed to examine, practice, and understand its contributing
factors. Schools’ role and teachers’ attention are crucial in managing student
character degradation.

A lack of understanding of the importance of character values within families
and the absence of parental reinforcement contribute to students experiencing
character degradation. The loss of respect among students is a critical factor in
character degradation. It is evident in the language children use when

communicating with teachers, parents, and the community.
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Degradation of Character
Discipline and Respect

ﬁ Students’ Characters h

Lack of Family Contribution in Lack of Family Contribution in
Overcoming the Degradation of Overcoming the Degradation of
Character Discipline and Respect Character Discipline and Respect
Factors Causing the Degradation
of Character Discipline and
Respect

Figure 1. Chart of Discipline and Respect Character Degradation

From the chart above, the factors contributing to the degradation of students’
discipline character include breaking class rules or agreements and failing to
complete assignments given by the teacher. Esperanza et al. (2022), also mention
that the difficulty teachers face in instilling a disciplined personality in students is
due to many students violating rules, getting angry when speaking, and resisting
following these rules. The large number of students who violate established and
agreed-upon rules, both in school and classroom settings, is a primary reason for
degrading students’ discipline character.

The factors contributing to the degradation of students’ respect character
include engaging in inappropriate actions, using inappropriate language, such as
offensive words, and showing disrespect toward people of other religions. Revalina
et al. (2023), also state that the decline in humanitarian values exhibited by some
students is evident in their lack of polite and respectful behaviour, disrespect toward
teachers as parental figures in the school environment, and continued use of vulgar
and offensive language when interacting with other students. The causes of the
degradation of students’ respect character include engaging in inappropriate
behaviours, using vulgar language, showing disrespect toward people of different
religions, and showing disrespect toward teachers.

The family plays a supportive role in instilling character values in children
within the family environment. The character values imparted by the family to their
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children include discipline and respect. Families instilling discipline values include
enrolling children in martial arts like Kempo and prioritizing children’s
responsibilities such as studying and demonstrating discipline by performing the
five daily prayers. Setyoningsih et al. (2023), also mention that the role of parents
in their children’s learning activities is to assist children struggling to understand
lessons, monitor their children’s learning, teach them what they are learning, and
support their learning process. The methods used by parents to instil disciplined
character values in their children include prioritizing their children’s
responsibilities, such as studying, monitoring the learning process, helping children
who have difficulty learning and setting an example by performing the five daily
prayers on time.

In addition to instilling discipline in children, families also foster the value of
respect. The methods used by families to instil the character of respect include
teaching manners, encouraging polite speech when interacting with elders, speaking
gently, and not yelling at parents. Mundiarti (2022), also mentions that to promote
courteous behaviour, students can demonstrate respect in various ways, such as
greeting others when entering the classroom, shaking hands with elders, praying
politely, and refraining from using harsh or loud language. Parents can encourage
respectful behaviour in their children by teaching them to speak softly and politely
to elders, shake hands when meeting adults, and avoid using rude or loud language
when interacting with older people.

Schools serve as a means for education. With the rapid advancement of time,
schools play an essential role in instilling character values in their students. In the
school environment, teachers play a crucial role in instilling character values in
students. Teachers can instil character values through subjects such as Pancasila
education, civic education, and Islamic religious education. Fierna et al. (2023) also
note that reinforcing character aligned with Pancasila values in schools is an effort
to develop strong character so that students, as the nation’s future leaders, adhere
to the values taught according to Pancasila. Pancasila education, as a form of
character education, is integral to instilling character in students because this

subject includes character values that should be taught to students.
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Besides Pancasila education, schools also teach and instil character values in
students through Islamic religious education, as this subject helps to form students’
character by applying moral values in school and community life. Kulsum & Muhid
(2022) also state that Islamic Religious Education is oriented toward nurturing and
instilling character in every child, thereby shaping their character. Schools provide
character education to instil character values in students through Islamic religious
education, which is oriented toward instilling moral values into students’ lives
within the school environment and the broader community.

The failure of character education in children can lead to concerns about the
disruption of the formation of fundamental character values, potentially hindering
their development into a generation with integrity and a positive contribution to
society. As a result, children may be inclined to engage in deviant behaviours that
harm themselves and their surroundings. Sa’idah et al. (2019) also mentioned that
the root cause of deviant behaviour in children is the lack of supervision from
parents, teachers, and the surrounding environment, which fails to monitor the
children’s behaviour, ultimately leading to various deviant actions. A negative
environment causes the deviant behaviours exhibited by children and insufficient
supervision from parents, teachers, and the surrounding community regarding the
child’s behaviour, leading them to act out. Such deviant behaviours include
smoking, fighting, using vulgar language, and speaking harshly. Apriliani et al.
(2023) also pointed out that the types of deviant behaviour exhibited by students
include skipping school, secret dating, talking back, lying, truancy, limiting
friendships, using foul language, fighting, and smoking.

A hostile environment and a lack of parental and teacher supervision cause
children’s deviant behaviours. These behaviours include smoking, fighting, using
vulgar language, skipping school, secret dating, using harsh language, and speaking
obscenely.

D. Conclusion

Based on the research conducted at SDIT Budi Mulyo Sentolo, it can be

concluded that the degradation of discipline and respect among students is caused

by a lack of supervision and positive role models from the family and school
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environment. Factors contributing to the degradation of discipline include
classroom rule violations, failure to complete assignments, and resistance to rules.
Meanwhile, the degradation of respect is caused by harsh language, a lack of respect
for others, and disrespectful behaviour towards teachers.

Efforts to promote character education in families include setting examples
of discipline and proper etiquette. In schools, this is achieved through lessons on
Pancasila, citizenship, and Islamic studies. Deviant behaviours such as smoking,
fighting, and using foul language indicate a failure in character education.

In this context, the author suggests that every teacher should strive to be a
role model for their students and pay closer attention to fostering discipline and
respect. This will help students understand what is being taught and know how to
behave appropriately.

Future researchers should explore and gather more information on the
degradation of discipline and respect among students. This study serves as an initial
step and a reference point so that future researchers can continue this research and
uncover additional issues and ways to address them.

References

Abidin, M. (2021). Pendidikan Moral dan Relevansinya Dengan Pendidikan Islam.
2(1), 57-66.

Ananda, S., Hakam, K., & Ganeswara, G. (2022). Internalization of Respect and
Responsibility Through Stories of. Jurnal Pendidikan Karakter, 12(1).

Apriliani, G., Hamidsyukrie, H., Suud, S., & Syafruddin, S. (2023). Motif Perilaku
Menyimpang Siswa Di SMA Nurul Fadillah Kabupaten Dompu. Jurnal Ilmiah
Pendidikan Dasar, 8(2), 2060-2069.

Assyakurrohim, D., Ikhram, D., Sirodj, R. A., & Afgani, M. W. (2023). Metode
Studi Kasus dalam Penelitian Kualitatif. Jurnal Pendidikan Sains dan
Komputer, 3(01), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.47709/jpsk.v3i01.1951

Esperanza, R., Affandi, L. H., & Khair, B. N. (2022). Kendala Guru Sdn 3
Kayangan Dalam Menanamkan Nilai Pendidikan Karakter Kepada Siswa.
Jurnal  Ilmiah Widya  Pustaka  Pendidikan,  10(2),  69-75.
https://jiwpp.unram.ac.id/index.php/widya/article/view/64

Fierna, M., Lusie Putri, J., Putriani, F., Santika, H., & Nadhif Mudhoffar, K. (2023).
Peran Pendidikan Pancasila Dalam Membentuk Karakter Peserta Didik Di
Sekolah. Jurnal Kewarganegaraan, 7(2), 1983—1988.

Hartati, P., Purwanti, P., & Fergina, A. (2021). Analisis Perkembangan Moral
Peserta Didik Kelas X SMA Negeri 9 Pontianak. Jurnal Pendidikan dan
Pembelajaran Khatulistiwa (JPPK), 10(1), 1-12.

Amaruddin, Hidarl
62 Mahfuddin, Muhammad Ikhwan2



JPSD Vol. 10 No. 2, September, 2024

p-ISSN: 2540-9093,

e-ISSN 2503-0558

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.30870/jpsd.v10i2.25452

https://doi.org/10.26418/jppk.v10i1.44574

Hendracipta, N. (2016). Menumbuhkan Sikap Ilmiah Siswa Sekolah Dasar Melalui
Pembelajaran Ipa Berbasis Inkuiri. Jpsd, 2(1), 109-116.

Kulsum, U., & Muhid, A. (2022). Pendidikan Karakter melalui Pendidikan Agama
Islam Di Era Revolusi Digital. Jurnal Intelektual: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Studi
Keislaman, 12(2), 157-170. https://doi.org/10.33367/j1.v1212.2287

Kurniawan, A. R., Chan, F., Pratama, A. yohan, Yanti, M. T., Fitriani, E., Mardani,
S., & Khosiah. (2019). Analisis Degradasi Moral Sopan Santun Siswa di
Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal  Pendidikan  Ips, 9(2), 104-122.
https://doi.org/10.37630/jpi.v9i2.189

Lickona, T. (2019). Educating For Character.

Ma’rufah, N., Rahmat, H. K., & Widana, I. D. K. K. (2020). Degradasi Moral
Sebagai Dampak Kejahatan Siber Pada Generasi Millenial di Indonesia.
Nusantara: Jurnal Ilmu Pengetahuan Sosial, 7(1), 191-201.

Mundiarti, V. (2022). Hubungan Peran Orangtua Dengan Perilaku Sopan Santun
Anak Usia Dini Di TK Kristen GMIT Koinonia Kupang. Jurnal Geografi,
18(2), 68-81.

Peraturan Pemerintah RI. (2018). Peraturan Menteri Pendidikan Dan Kebudayaan
Republik Indonesia Nomor 20 Tahun 2018 Tentang Penguatan Pendidikan
Karakter Pada Satuan Pendidikan Formal (No. 20; Vol. 151, Nomor 2, hal.
10-17). https://peraturan.bpk.go.id/Download/129375/Permendikbud No 20
Tahun 2018.pdf

Perpres, P. (2017). Peraturan Presiden No 87 Tahun 2017 Tentang Penguatan
Pendidikan Karakter. In Presiden Republik Indonesia (hal. 7).

Prastowo, A. (2020). Metode Penelitian Kualitatif dalam Perspektif Rancangan
Penelitian. Ar-Ruzz Media.

Prihatmojo, A. (2020). Pendidikan Karakter di Sekolah Dasar Mencegah Degradasi
Moral di Era 4.0. DWIJA CENDEKIA: Jurnal Riset Pedagogik, 4(1), 142.
https://doi.org/10.20961/jdc.v4i11.41129

Rachmadyanti, P. (2017). Penguatan Pendidikan Karakter Bagi Siswa Sekolah
Dasar Melalui Kearifan Lokal. JPSD Vol.3 No.2, 3(2), 201-214.
http://www jurnal.untirta.ac.id/index.php/jpsd/article/view/2140

Revalina, A., Moeis, I., & Indrawadi, J. (2023). Degradasi Moral Siswa-Siswi
Dalam  Penerapan  Nilai  Pancasila  Ditinjau  Dari  Pendidikan
Kewarganegaraan Sebagai Pendidikan Karakter Atigah. 8(1), 24-36.

Sa’idah, N., Fajriyah, K., & Cahyadi, F. (2019). Studi Kasus Perilaku Menyimpang
Siswa Di SD Negeri Gayamsari 01. Indonesian Journal Of Educational
Research and Review, 2(2), 117. https://doi.org/10.23887/ijerr.v2i2.17332

Setyoningsih, S., Ratnasari, Y., & Hilyana, F. S. (2023). Peran Orang Tua Dalam
Menanamkan Sikap Disiplin dan Tanggung Jawab Belajar Pada Anak SD.
Jurnal Educatio FKIP UNMA, 9(2), 1160-1166.
https://doi.org/10.31949/educatio.v9i2.5015

Solihat, I., & Riansi, E. S. (2018). Literasi Cerita Anak Dalam Keluarga Berperan
Sebagai Pembelajaran Pembentuk Karakter Anak Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal
Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar, 4(2), 258. https://doi.org/10.30870/jpsd.v4i2.3869

Amaruddin, Hidarl
63 Mahfuddin, Muhammad Ikhwan2



